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class isn't the only
or always t he best
way to learn.
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Students on the Middle East Studies Program get to know Egyptian Christians during their semester of study in Cairo.

New cross-cultural requirement opens students to the world
Sally Jongsma
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achyear more than seventy Dordt
students opt to spend a semester studying in another country or cultural setting.
Beginning next year, that number could rise.
The reason? Dordt's general education program
now includes a cross-cultural requirement that
has the potential to expose all students to at
least one other culture during college.
"We think it is important for students to gain
critical distance from their own culture, to recognize the global character of the body of
Christ, to see how culture is tied in with religious perspective, and to learn to appreciate
people from other cultures," says Dr. Calvin
Jongsma, chair of Dordt's General Education
Committee.
The new requirement aims to do just thatbetter prepare students to live and work in a
multi-cultural society. Although North
American society is becoming increasingly
diverse, and socio-economic ties among peoples
of the world are becoming stronger, national
research shows that college students are still
largely unprepared to deal with these issues.
A 1996 College Student Survey done at
Dordt College indicated that about two-fifths of
graduating students have had little or no genuine contact with members of other cultures,
that half of them have never taken a course
dealing with multi-cultural issues, and that
nearly one-third graduate with negative

attitudes toward diversity either unchanged or
worsened during their college years.
Dordt students will be able to broaden their
cultural awareness and fulfill the new requirement in one of three ways. The first-and the
preferred one, according to Dr. Rockne
McCarthy, vice president for academic
affairs-is by participating in an off-campus program in another culture. T¥ second is by taking designated courses that will expose
students to another culture, and the final way
is to enter college with three or four years
of foreign language in high school in
addition to a significant cross-cultural
experience.
Why is it so important for students to know
how to deal with diversity? There are many
reasons, but one is simply to enable them to
function at work, says Dr. Rick Eigenbrood,
chair of Dordt's Cross-Cultural Committee.
"Many CCCU (Council for Christian
Colleges and Universities) colleges are monocultures that don't give students a sense of the
ethnic diversity they will find when they get
into the workplace," he says. This becomes a
problem if they bring ethnic stereotypes to their
job. "When and if they get into a decision-making position, they cannot let their uninformed
stereotypes influence their decisions,"
Eigenbrood adds.
Dr. Case Boot, professor of foreign language
and director of Dordt's Netherlandic Studies
Program, says that as students live in another
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culture they are able to look at their own culture, lifestyle, and habits more objectively.
They begin to see both good and bad elements,
which often moves them to make more conscious decisions about their own lives.
"These students often develop a stronger
sense of service and outreach to' people around
them," he says.
Senior Livija Shannon agrees. "My life has
changed in many ways since I was exposed to
the culture of the Middle East. Because I know
the history of the people and what is important
in their political/religious/social structure, I can
understand the impact of international events
and U.S. policy. Because I know their language
I can more easily learn their ways and earn
their trust. Because I know there is a world outside of North America, I see opportunities for
continued learning in my life and for the sharing of the gospel."
Dr. Paul Moes, professor of psychology and
chair of Dordt's Assessment Comntittee, says
cross-cultural exposure helps students better
understand why customs and problems exist in
a society. It therefore gives them better tools for
relating to others, dealing with problems, and
bringing change. According to Moes, students
who have participated in off-cannpus semesters,
as well as those who have joined volunteer service trips, score significantly higher on the
social challenges essay that is part of Dordt's
assessment progrann.
continued on page two
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about other cultures is to immerse
themselves in one," McCarthy adds.
He has talked to students who testify
that they never learned as much in a
short time as they did duting their offcampus semester. Some of them say
they never fully appreciated their
Reformed heritage until they had the
opportunity to engage in
sustained conversations with
Christians from other traditions.
And McCarthy sees another benefit to
off-campus study for Dordt students.
"Our students track sintilarly to firstgeneration college students," he says.
In cognitive areas they are above the
national average but in affective areas
they are below. This means they do
well on tests, but are sometimes lacking in self-confidence and leadership
goals. After spending a semester away,
many come back not only feeling wellprepared
by their Dordt education,
Each cross-cultural program Dordt participates in brings
but also energized by the leadership
students into contact with the people and teaches them about
the history and customs of that culture. Students on Dordt's
they've been able to give in their
Netherlandle Studies Program stay with families initially to
new context. Even if they haven't
become better acquainted with the culture. Dr. Case Boot, the
thought
of themselves as leaders, they
director of the program, grew up in the Netherlands and
frequently emerge as such. This can
through his knowledge, enthusiasm, and contacts makes the
culture come alive.
change their life goals and the work
they are able to do for the kingdom,
McCarthy believes.
But not all students will be able to take a
semester off-campus. Although the costs are not
significantly greater for an off-campus
semester, additional expenses may deter some.
Others find their major is impossible to complete in four years if they spend a semester offcampus. Family situations, personal interests,
and a host of other reasons will keep students
on campus. For those, Dordt is introducing
new courses. The most common option may
continue to be foreign language courses, where
students learn about another culture as they
leam the language. Other courses that qualify to
meet the new requirement may focus on aspects
of a single culture or may look at how several

cultures deal with the same set of issues. At
present faculty are subntitting proposals for at
least two new cross-culturally focused courses
that will be offered next year.
The third option is to take three or four years
of a foreign language by the end of high school
and participate in an extended cross-cultural
experience before arriving on campus. Based
on past experience, college officials believe this
will have nearly the same benefits for students
as the off-campus semester. And, once a student
has participated in a mission or service program
in another culture, they often go again.
"We've had one student who went on four
off-campus programs, and several have gone on
more than one," says Boot. It is not uncommon
for them to end up in a mission or service
career either in this country or another.
Despite its relatively homogenous campus
culture, Dordt students already have a history of
taking advantage of study opportunities abroad.
"We're not at the very top, but we have a significant number of students who participate in
CCCU off-campus programs," says McCarthy.
He adds that students involved in committees
that proposed the change and Student Forum
members have enthusiastically endorsed the
new requirement. Those who have participated
in such a program are even more supportive.
Shannon says, "Even at home in Iowa I find
that I am better able to interact with people
because of my cross-cultural experience. There
is something about seeing how people of other
cultures live that opens our eyes to our own
culture. Having lived in another culture, Iam
not afraid of exposure to new cultures, either at
home or abroad. That is a tremendous gift."
To this point all students who have gone on
off-campus programs have chosen to do so,
not been required to do so, says McCarthy.
Nevertheless, based on ~periences
of past
students, he believes that the new requirement
will be the impetus for many others to choose a
cross-cultural off-campus program and benefit
just as much-as-Shannon-and-ethef.s-whe-haveparticipated over the years.

Academic revival on Dordt's campus?
"payer

Dr. Carl E. Zylstra

The real test for biblical
renewal will be in the
follow-through--in
whether we meet Colson's
challenge of developing a
Christian world view and
applying

it

in whichever

area of life the Sovereign
Lord assigns us to work.
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and worship are central to the
church's life, of course; but we can
never overlook our responsibility to
redeem and restore all of culture .... We
must go beyond personal conversion and
develop a faith that encompasses every part
of life-every sphere of work. every aspect of
the world. In short, a world view."
Recently I've been thinking about these
words written by Charles Colson in the
October 4, 1999, issue of Christianity Today.
That's because prayer and worship are really
strong at Dordt College this year. But I've
been wondering how far this spirit of renewal
and commitment will extend into the heart of
what we're about as a college.
I was prodded in these thoughts by Bill
Hybels, who was visiting Dordt College and
asked me, "Just what is the spiritual climate
of your students today?" Now well-known as
the pastor of the Willow Creek Community
Church in Chicago, Bill Hybels attended
Dordt College for two years in the early
1970s and recently came back to campus for
the first time in almost thirty years. Before
he spoke to our students in chapel, he wanted
to know how today's undergraduates compared with those he remembered from his
days at Dordt,
Gratefully I could point to an amazing
growth in commitment to prayer and worship
among Dordt students. For instance, in a
recent issue of the Dordt Diamond, Sandi
Altena, director of residence life, noted the

boom in attendance at Covenant Groups,
chapel services, and both mid-week and
weekend praise gatherings. As an illustration
of the level of fervor evident this year, she
pointed to the commitment of some men's
dormitory Resident Assistants to get up at
6:00 each morning to pray outside the door of
each of their residents, interceding for God's
blessing on them in the day to come.
So when a student who is helping lead
some of these events stopped by recently to
ask about my reactions to what he perceived
as a growing spiritual enthusiasm on campus,
I couldn't help but commend him and thank
him for the tremendous leadership he and
other students are providing this year. But I
also referred him to Colson's article that indicates just how much more we still have to do.
As I see it, Christian colleges can't be content simply with awesome chapel services,
fervent personal prayer, and dynamite praise
gatherings. It's a great start, true, But the
focus of a Christian college needs to be
growth far beyond that start. Out of a heart
of prayer and worship, we have to educate
Christian men and women in knowledge that
recognizes the creator and source of all truth
and that prepares them for a lifetime of honoring the Lord in every aspect of culture and
life. That's really what it means to be a biblically Reformed Christian college, And we
can't be content until we get there.
As we talked, I shared with this student
leader a list of things to look for as the year

goes on to measure how deep the spirit of
Christian renewal really is on campus. I suggested that I would look for rising grade point
averages as well as fewer withdrawals and
academic dismissals from the college. I
would expect to see more applications to
graduate and professional schools and more
student involvement in art displays, theater
and music productions. We should be looking for greater discipline and training that
results in a higher level of athletic competition as well as greater use of the physical
fitness facilities and more involvement in
intramurals and other student activities. If we
don't see renewal in these areas, we may have
to question how authentic the renewal of our
students' hearts and spirits really is.
Don't get me wrong. I'm proud of the
heightened levels of prayer and volunteer service among Dordt College students. Those
are gratifying signs of the Holy Spirit's work
on campus. We are thankful, and God must
get the praise.
Yet we are, at heart, an academic institution
where the primary calling of our students is to
glorify God in their academic studies and prepare for a life of service in Christ's kingdom,
whatever their occupation or profession may
be. The real test for biblical renewal will be
in the follow-through-in
whether we really
meet Colson's challenge of developing a
Christian world view and then applying it in
whichever area of life the Sovereign Lord
assigns us to work.
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Engineering courses
become more student
friendly
Sally Jongsma

ordt engineering graduates seldom
have had difficulty finding positions
after they graduate. Recent changes in
the department's curriculum should give students even more flexibility in the job search
process, says Dr. Charles Adams, professor of
engineering.
Adams and his colleagues recently completed a comprehensive program review and
are implementing several significant changes
that they believe will improve the program.
"The engineering program is too packed
and students are overworked," says Adams.
Almost anyone on campus who knows or
lives with an engineer will probably agree.
Engineering is and always will be a rigorous
program, but like most universities across the
country, Dordt is trying to make it a bit more
humane for its majors.
Several other factors also contributed to the
current review and changes.
"We've been listening to and collecting
comments and suggestions from our alumni
for several years," says Adams. These accumulated evaluations, along with institutionally-mandated program reviews and a jump in
enrollment, prompted the year-long review. In
addition, ABET, the accrediting body that
approves Dordt's program, has encouraged
the faculty to find ways to bring its mechanical and electrical emphases closer together.
"In today's increasingly complex world a
general engineering background is seen as
more valuable career preparation, because
mechanical systems rely heavily on electrical
controls, and electrical systems usually run
mechanical systems. The real world is
becoming more integrated all the time," says
Adams.
"We've tried to streamline and eliminate
overlap wherever we can and have decided
we can't teach everything," Adams adds.
He believes that Dordt is still offering more
than many universities do, especially in the
humanities. Several five-course engineering
sequences have been combined into a four-

D

course sequence or four into three. Freshman
engineers will take five credits in chemistry
instead of the current eight. The major's
computer science requirement is being
eliminated. According to Adams, students
entering college today, particularly in
engineering, often have the background
equivalent to an introductory computer
science class and the computer instruction
they need is taught within other engineering
courses.
In place of these courses, freshman engineering courses will be expanded to include
more labs and better prepare students for later
courses. Seniors will now have two
semesters to complete their design project.
The additional time will give students not
only a chance to do a more thorough job, but
it also will give faculty and students an
opportunity to discuss topics related to industry and delve more thoroughly into such areas
as statistical methods. Finally, all engineers
will now be required to take a new History of
Science and Technology course.
The major is still a full one, but with more
students entering the program having already
met their foreign language requirement and,
in many cases, having advanced placement
standing in calculus, they will have more
room to choose electives-something they had
no room for before. This will help give engineers the broad-based education ABET is recommending and employers are looking for.
"Our graduates have great flexibility going
into the workplace because of their broad
educational background,"Adams says. "They
are generally able to communicate and write
well and have the skills to go in several different directions."
Communication skills have been emphasized in recent years after previous graduates
with experience in the workplace encouraged
faculty to incorporate more opportunities to
practice these skills. In addition to the writing
required in general education courses and the
speaking required in Communication l l O,
engineering students make presentations in
their classes, write papers, have lab reports
scrutinized, and do an extensive presentation

Dordt College appears in U.S.
News listings for seventh year

D

ordt College is among the top
Midwestern liberal arts colleges,
according to the U.S. News & World
Report's 1999 ranking of "America's best colleges." Dordt is listed in a three-way tie for
17th place among the thirty-four schools in the
top tier of liberal arts colleges in the Midwest.
UiS. News ranks institutions in four categories: national liberal arts colleges, national
universities, regional liberal arts colleges, and
regional universities. Dordt is among the 429
regional liberal arts colleges, schools that
focus on undergraduate education and are less
selective than national liberal arts colleges.
With 135 colleges, Dordt's region, the
Midwest, is the largest of the four regions in
its category.
"I consider it a great honor to be ranked seventeenth out of our 135 colleague institutions
in the Midwest," says Dordt's president, Dr.
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Carl E. Zylstra. "That recognition of the
quality of a Dordt College education is a tribute to the faculty and support staff who have
worked over the past forty-five years to make
Dordt College the strong, quality institution
that it is today."
UiS. News bases its regional rankings on
academic reputation, graduation and retention
rates, faculty resources, student selectivity,
financial resources, and alumni giving. In
alumni giving Dordt College leads all liberal
arts colleges in the Midwest, with fortyeight percent of Dordt's alumni giving to
the college in 1997-98. In fact, that alumnigiving percentage places Dordt second among
the top-tier liberal arts colleges from every
region.
This is the seventh time that Dordt College
has appeared in one or more of the U.S. News
lists.

for their senior design project.
"I don't remember much writing in technical courses when I was an undergraduate,"
says Adams, who believes Dordt students
benefit greatly from these emphases.
Adams has been impressed with the positions of responsibility that graduates find
when they leave college, and especially with
how rapidly they move into positions of
greater responsibility.
"Our graduates often do not aggressively
promote themselves, but they know their
field, they know what kind of position they're
interested in, and they find a job that suits
them."
Adams believes that the new curriculum
will allow future engineering students to learn
as much as or more than earlier graduates in
slightly less time. Cutting overlap and
encouraging experiential learning through
internships while maintaining the technical
training and perspective will enable the
department to serve its future students
even better.

DORDT

Dordt's engineers use many
simulation programs. Dr.
Murat Tanyel and senior
Jonathan Jongsma work in
the engineering lab.
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Director of Planning and
Special Assistant to the President
Dordt College has a full-time opening for the position of Director of Planning
and Special Assistant to the President. Responsibilities of the position include
directing institutional planning efforts, research and analysis of trends in Christian
higher education, and overseeing special projects assigned by the President.
Candidates should be proficient in research and planning and possess a graduate degree, excellent oral and written communication skills, and interpersonal
skills which enhance team work.
Qualified candidates with a personal commitment to a Reformed, biblical faith
and the mission of Dordt College should forward a letter of application and
resume to the director of human resources. All applications must be received by
December 1, 1999. Dordt College, 498 Fourth Ave. NE, Sioux Center, IA 51250
Phone 712-722-6010; Fax 7l2-722-1l98.
Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution that strongly encourages
the nominations and candidacies of women. minorities, and disabled persons.

DORDT
498 4th Avenue NE
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Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

• 7! 2-722-6000
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Audrea Wieringa received her master's degree in 1998. She teaches at Sioux Center Christian School,

Dordt's grad program
continues to grow

E

leven new students joined over forty
returning students for the graduate education courses offered at Dordt this
summer. In its sixth year, Dordt's master of
education (M.Ed.) program has expanded to

It's not just a bunch
of ideas

thrown at

you ... it's a way

of thinking

that

is connected.

"
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professor of education at Dordt who has
taught at the college for ten years, led the
course on inclusion of students with special
needs. Dordt professors Dennis Vander
Plaats, Syd Hielema, and Pamela Adams
taught mini-courses focusing on teaching
Bible to elementary students, teaching Bible
to adolescents, and spelling.
According to Eigenbrood, this summer was
the first time the program had participants
from a number of public schools.
Eigenbrood is pleased with this development
since the program is committed to serving
Christian teachers who teach in both public
state schools and Christian schools.
"It's great to see that the M.Ed. program is
picking up speed," says Bandstra, who adds
"it's a great program, and I'd encourage
every teacher to go."
Another reason Dordt's program stands out
is the strong sense of community among the
students and faculty, Eigenbrood says.
Students "demonstrate a strong sense of collegiality; they work hard when they are
here." Eigenbrood witnessed this camaraderie when, without being required to
attend, the master's students packed the floor
and stairs of the student union building for a
chapel service led by Dordt theology professor Syd Hielema.
Another aspect of Dordt' s program that
makes it "a bit unique" from other programs
is that the courses offer distance learning.
Each course has a pre-campus phase and an
on-campus phase. Students can receive the
necessary materials and do preparatory work
(such as reading assignments) at home. Once
students have prepared that material, they
spend one week on campus in a classroom

Campus capsules
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include students from across the United States Strong support by donors
and Canada.
The Oordt College master of edu-:,:c~alt:tio~n~r~o~....:e=a::r..::n:cse-::C
.. }l~S;;E::;;,.;;;a;.:.w~a"Wrd~.
_
gram is a ten-course, thirty semester-hour
Dordt'S fund raising efforts have been recprogram with a concentration in curriculum
ognized by the Council for Advancement
and instruction. It provides practical, handsand Support of Education (CASE), eaming a
on instruction for the teacher who wants to
national award.
learn more about what it means to teach in a
Oordt received the 1998 national Circle of
distinctively Christian manner in an elemenExcellence Award for overall fund raising
tary, middle, or secondary school.
improvements in the category of liberal arts
Dordt's M.Ed. program "has a perspective
colleges with fewer than 10,000 alumni.
that's hard to beat," says Mr. Alan Bandstra,
''To be among the relatively small group of
an ' 89 Dordt alumnus who graduated from
schools selected is a real honor," says Lyle
the master's program in May of 1998.
Gritters, vice president for college advanceBandstra currently teaches sixth grade at
ment.
Sioux Center Christian School where he's
The award is based on three years of submitbeen teaching for eleven years.
ted data, and winners are selected through an
The graduate program allows teachers to
expert panel of volunteer judges. The judges
take three-credit courses that apply toward a
identify institutions worthy of recognition for
master's degree or take one-credit minitheir fund raising improvements or perforcourses that can be applied as "professional
mance.
development" credits. This summer, courses
Gritters says that the award is a statement
were offered on Integrating Technology and
about Dordt constituents. "They are doing a
Education, Current Issues in Education,
good job of supporting the college."
Implementing Instructional Strategies,
Introduction to Graduate Research, Learning
Environmental studies course
Theories for Today's Student, and Inclusion
gets an early start
of Students With Special Needs.
Leading the technology course was Karl
mong the resident assistants, peer counKaemingk, a 1987 Dordt graduate who serves
selors, soccer players, and volleyball
as the technology coordinator at Unity
players that came back to Dordt College early
Christian High School in Orange City, Iowa.
this year were the six members of an environOr. John Van Dyk, a professor of philosophy
mental studies course being offered this fall.
of education and director of the Center for
Ecology of Fresh Waters and Watersheds is a
Educational Services, taught the courses in
course taught by Or. Ken Petersen, and the
instructional strategies and issues in educaclass members started a week early to conduct
tion. He has been teaching at Dordt for over
research.
thirty years. Or. Rick Eigenbrood, program
The objective was to learn about different
director, taught the graduate research course.
aquatic ecosystems and the relationship to the
Eigenbrood is a professor of education and
land, says Petersen.
psychology and has taught at Dordt for sixThe students did sampling and analysis at
teen years. The learning theories course
Lake Okoboji and went to the Prairie
was led by Or. Jack Fennema, former director
Wetlands Learning Center, located near
of graduate education who left Dordt for
Fergus Falls, Minnesota, to study healthy wetwork in Ohio. Andrea Struyk, an assistant
lands, says Petersen. The work took place

A
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setting. Degree-seekers can earn their master
of education degrees in three summers or
take up to six summers to complete the
course work, while spending minimal time
away from home .
Some students in the M.Ed. program, says
Eigenbrood, take some of Dordt's courses as
preliminary courses before they transfer to
another master's program. The teachers who
come for that reason value the biblicallybased instruction Dordt offers and want to
benefit from it before entering a master's
program at a different institution. Dcrdt's
program is fully accredited, so courses can be
transferred.
Whether graduate students take a few minicourses or complete the program, they will
benefit from the Christian perspective, says
Eigenbrood. In fact, the goal of the M.Ed.
program is not only to make teachers better
able to articulate a Christian perspective for
education, but also to make them prepared to
translate that perspective into practice within
their classroom' and school.
Bandstra agrees that the Christian perspective rings our strong and clear throughout the
M.Ed. program. He says the strength of the
program lies in the fact that "it's not just a
bunch of ideas thrown at you like in some
university classrooms, but it's a way of thinking that is connected. The work is hard and
rigorous, but when you're done you have
something-a sense of how everything is connected in the bigger picture."
At present, only summer courses are available in the M.Ed. program. To request more
information, contact the Dordt College Office
of Graduate Education at: (712) 722-6236 or
1-800-343-6738.

over a five-day period.
The trip was taken before school formally
started because of.the.time.neededja.conduct.
the research. "Once the semester gets
underway, we do not have the time to get
away," Petersen says, citing meetings,
work, and other courses that keep students
busy.
Because the class starts early, it is scheduled to end early in November.

Enrollment increases again

F

or the fourth year in a row, Dordt
College's enrollment has broken a record.
This year's official enrollment stands at 1430
students, marking the eighth consecutive
enrollment increase.
This total includes 414 first-time freshmen.
Although the freshman number is a decrease
from last year's record of more than 450
freshmen, a smaller freshman class was
expected, says college president CcarlE.
Zylstra.
College registrar Jim Bos instead points to
retention-the number of students continuing
from year to year-as the primary reason for
the enrollment increase. Bos says there are
fifty more continuing students this year
compared to last.

Computer services keeps busy

R

e-wiring West Hall wasn't exactly
Computer Services' idea of fun this past
summer, but it was just one of the many
summer projects they were involved in. Data,
telephone and television cables were installed
as part of the West Hall upgrade.
One of the summer's biggest projects,
however, was converting Dordt to a new
e-mail system. All e-mail in student and
staff accounts had to be transferred when the
change was made. Student accounts contained
twelve gigahytes of data, each gigabyte equaling approximately a pick-up truck filled with
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Dordt men's relay earns All-American
honors at Nationals in May of 1999
e

Dordt men's 4x800 meter relay team
earned All-American honors for the sec~
ond straight year by finishing sixth in
the nation at the NAIA National Outdoor Track
and Field Meet held at West Palm Beach,
Florida. The relay team had a time of 7:36.92.
Dordt's latest All-Americans are Jeff
Summerhays (junior, Brantford, Ont.), Jon
Dekkers (freshman, Hawarden, Iowa), Jim
Dekkers (freshman, Hawarden, Iowa) and Ron
Kingma (sophomore, De Motte, Ind.).
Sarah Pluim (senior, Orange City, Iowa)
finished seventh at Nationals, one place out
of All-American honors. Pluim ran the 800

-

meters in 2: 15.92.
A record eleven athletes qualified for
Nationals. In addition to Summerhays, Jon
Dekkers, Jim Dekkers, Kingma, and Pluim
were Steve Holwerda, Troy Ten Napel, Liz
Dykstra, Cathy Palmer, Lisa Cannegieter and
Erica Ton. Dordt participated in the men's
4x800 relay, men's 4x400 relay, women's
4x400 relay, women's 800 and women's triple
jump.
Dr. Syne Altena was named SDIC men's
track and field coach of the year. The men's
and women's teams both finished second in
the SDIC conference meet.

Student poets dominate contest West Hall gets its face-lift

D

ordtCollege stndent poets nearly
swept the college division of the Iowa

Poetry Association's

contest this year.

"This is the best we have ever done," says
English Professor Dr. Mike Vanden Bosch.
Four Dordt students won four out of the
five college categories. Kirstin Vander
Giessen, a former Dordt student from Highland, Indiana, took first place, and Benjamin
Groenewold, a Rock Valley, Iowa, resident
and current Dordt junior, won third place.
Taking home first and second honorable
mention respectively were Ryan Vande
Kraats, a junior from Winnipeg, Manitoba,
and senior Brian Wisselink, an Abbotsford,
British Columbia, native.

printed material, says Computer Services
Director Brian Van Donselaar.

In recent years,

e-mail conversion has been a yearly project,
but Van Donselaar hopes the new conversion
will be sufficient for some time.
Another large project was the upgrade of
the PCs on campus. Every four years, Dordt
replaces its computers, and this year ninetyfive new computers were installed across
campus. Fifteen of these computers were
installed at new terminals. Most of the Macintoshes on campus were upgraded as well.
Dordt attempts to maintain a 8: I student to
computer ratio. ''That's pretty good," says
Van Donselaar, comparing Dordt to other
colleges.
Other summer projects included redesigning Dordt's website, developing software for
the advancement office and for stock market
simulation, completing the first of three
phases to upgrade the network backbone, and
making sure all computers on campus are
Y2K ready.

Fall faculty lecture features
alum and former professor

A

mother-daughter team was on Dordt
College's campus as part of the fall faculty lecture series held September 23 and 24
and sponsored by the Dordt College education department and the Center for
Educational Services.
Dr. Gloria Stronks, an education professor
at Calvin College, and Dr. Julia Stronks ('80),
a political science professor from Whitworth
College, are co-authors of a recently published book on the topic of Christians teaching in public schools. They discussed the
topic with members of the Future Active
Christian Teachers (FACT) club and other
members of the college community.
During their evening presentation, the
Stronkses were also joined by superintendents
of three area public schools to assist in the
discussion.
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Vander Giessen's win marks the fourth time
in six years that a Dordt student has won first
place in this contest.
"We are getting quite a reputation," says
Vanden Bosch. "When we go to workshops,
the secretary says, 'Oh, you are from Dordt.
That's where all the poets are from."
The students were all part of a poetry class
offered at Dordt last year. ''The tradition of
poetry [at Dordt] is strong, and I hope it
continues," says Vanden Bosch.
There were ninety-five entrants in the
college category. The Iowa Poetry Association

is a non-profit organization whose aim is to
encourage and improve the quality of poetry
written by Iowans of all ages.

"It was a very productive and helpful meeting for advancing wholesome dialogue
between Christian and public schools," said
education professor John Van Dyk.
As well, Gloria and Julia spoke in several
education classes, and Julia, a lawyer, spoke
to a political science class about the role of
Christians in the legal field.

Freshman ag major earns honor
hile most freshmen were playing mixer
games and getting acquainted with
college life, one freshman had not yet arrived
on Dordt's campus. Tim Holm, from
Chandler, Minnesota, started his school year
at Dordt two days late because of his participation in the Minnesota State Fair.
While he was there, Holm and his beef
steer, Jesse, won the Middleweight Crossbred
category and were eventually chosen as overall champion-the highest honor in the 4-H
beef steer category.
As well, the sale of Holm's steer at the
purple ribbon auction brought home a
record price-$IO,OOO. Ten percent of the
amount goes to charities and the 4-H scholarship foundation. Holm intends to use the
money to pay for his tuition at Dordt,
where he is majoring in biology in the
pre-vet program.
Holm is a member of the Chandler
Hilltoppers 4-H club and has been involved in
the club for eight years. Preparing Jesse for
the show was a lot of work, says Holm.
"You have to plan around [the steer]," he
says. "You have to be there when the sun
comes up and the sun goes down." Holm
bathed and combed the steer every day this
past summer and had to make sure that it was
in a cool environment, letting it outside only
when the sun was down.
At the fair, Holm was also recognized by
the judges for his handling skills and was
given the Reserve Champion Showmanship
Award.

W

his past summer was the first one in four
years that a new building didn't pop up
on Dordt's campus. Despite this, maintenance kept busy with a variety of summer projects, including the long-awaited renovation of
West Hall.
The project took 10,000 man-hours and seven
different contractors, says director of maintenance Stan Oordt. "It was a huge project."
New plumbing and heating were installed,
the bathrooms were remodelled, new wiring
and lighting was put in and the fire alarm was
replaced. The rooms received a much-needed
face-lift too. Floors were re-carpeted, stackable
furniture put in and bunk beds were built in,
sparing many fathers the frustrating day-long
task of trying to assemble lofts at the beginning
of the school year. As well, a lounge was put in
on the second floor and the first floor's lounge
received air conditioning.
Other buildings on campus were also renovated. East Campus buildings C and D had new
cabinets, carpet, and plumbing fixtures
installed. Re-Iandscaping was done outside the
Commons and the classroom building. And a
courtyard was put in on the east side of the
classroom building, easing the congestion that
occurs there when students stop to talk between
classes.
Other work is not so visible but kept the summer busy: the installation of a new ceiling,
lighting, and ducts in the CI60 lecture hall in
the classroom building, a complete change of
the heating and cooling controls in the chapel,
and replacement of the windows on the east
side of East Hall.
Maintenance still has a few projects to complete before they settle into their winter schedule. An electrical changeover in the library and
the remodelling of an environmental studies
classroom are nearly completed.

T

Sophomores Rebecca Schelhaas,
Loralee Bykerk, and Amanda Vander
Wilt enjoy their refurbished quarters
in West Hall.
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Nederhoff is new
VP for business
earlytwenty years after graduating
from Dordt, Arlan Nederhoff is
back-this time as the vice president for
business affairs.
"I enjoy working in the education field, and I
wanted to work in a Christian higher education
institution," says Nederhoff. Nederhoff takes
over for Bernie De Wit, who moves into the position of senior vice president.
After attending Dordt, Nederhoff earned his master's degree in business administration from the University of South Dakota while working full-time. He has worked
for the past eighteen years in public education-fourteen years as the comptroller for
Sioux Falls public schools, and four years as the assistant director at Southeast
Technical Institute.
As vice president for business affairs, Nederhoff is responsible for the school's
financial matters as well as the operations and maintenance of the campus.
Nederhoff's goals are to "improve efficiency and remain competitive cost-wise and
still provide excellent service."
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Canadian students are known on campus for being proud of their nationality. But many say that they're a lot more loyal citizens here than at home. ''I think we
over-emphasize it just for fun when we're not there," says Sara Van Niejenhuis.

Canadians: we've always had them
you that a second reason is just as important.
We asked Canadian students to reflect on
Canadians bring as much to Dordt as they
their experience here and received some intertake from it.
,..
,..
canadians
have helped shape Dordt
esting, thoughtful, and many very honest
..
..
College's character. Ten years after
Over the years many Canadian students
replies. One hundred forty-six Canadians are
Dordt opened its doors, forty-two of
have brought with them a commitment
attending Dordt this year. When asked why
the 607 students were Canadians. By 1970
to a broad Reformed, biblical perspective on
they came, many list more than one reasonthat number had grown to fifty-nine. The
the global challenges facing God's kingdom,
the friendly atmosphere. a good financial aid
_a1J.l far m_o~
---1Jiggest-jump occurred.during th~70s, before -saysJ~resident Carl E~Zylstra. ';:I'he-lar-ge~
-package.-a different cultural experience, parCanada's Reformed colleges, The King's and
Canadian enrollment always reminds us that
ents or siblings who attended, the strong sense
accepting of Americans
Redeemer, were founded. By the end of the
we are not just an American college but,
of community, good admissions presentations,
decade, nearly 300 out of Dordt's 1200 sturather, a college of the world-wide kingdom
size, academic reputation, parents' expectaof Jesus Christ. By being bi-national, Dordt
now than I was earlier.
dents were Canadian. In 1980. as enrollment
tions, a Reformed Christian college. Many say
began to fall slightly, the numbers were closer
has a stronger base for serving educational
they came for the Christian education Dordt
needs in the rest of the world as well."
offers.
At the same time I
to 200, and by 1990, with enrollment down to
a little over a thousand, it was closer to 100Sarah Vriend from Guelph, Ontario, says
David Slomp from Brooks, Alberta, says,
ten percent. That figure rose to nearly fifteen
that in looking for a Christian college, she
"The most important reason I came here was
have come to see some
percent again for a few years, but with continappreciated Dordt's strong biblical foundation
so I could learn about agriculture from a
uing low exchange rates, has dropped back to
where she could further grow in her faith and
Christian perspective."
of Canada's good
nearly ten percent in the last two years.
life. Many others express a similar sentiment.
Sharon Reitsma from Brantford, Ontario,
Dordt has worked hard to help make it posWhile it is always dangerous to generalize,
says, "I don't really know why I came to
Canadians at Dordt have earned a reputation
points more clearly.
sible for Canadians to attend. Increasing
Dordt. I just believe the Lord was calling me
scholarships and absorbing some of the
for being open to exploring ideas, being
to come. Dordt seemed like an interesting
exchange rate difference are just two of those
relaxed, having fun, and smoking and drinkplace and far enough away to test my indeways.
ing a bit more than their American classmates.
pendence."
'i
Roxanne Hou weling from Lethbridge,
In class, professors say they're often less
Not surprisingly, most of those who
Alberta, says that coming to Dordt cost her
afraid to question and more likely to enter into responded speak positively about their experiabout the same as it would have to go to a
discussion. And while Canadian society is in
ence here. They point out that they love home,
"
Christian college in Canada. Heidi Kooiman
many ways similar to that of the United
but they've also come to appreciate many
from St. Anns, Ontario, says Dordt's financial
States, it is different enough to bring a greater
things about the U.S. and Americans in spite
package made it less expensive to come here.
appreciation of diversity.
of some negative stereotypes they may have
And Ryan de
Dr. Paul Moes, professor of psychology and
come with. Many comment that because of
Lange from
chair of Dordt's assessment committee, says
their time here, they've also come to a greater
Abbotsford,
that Canadians have a different understanding
and maybe deeper appreciation of their own
British
of the role of government and society in the
country.
Columbia,
lives of individuals. "They share with
But in that process they find they have to
says it may be
Europeans a view that societies act in collecadjust to cultural habits. When asked what the
costing him a
tive ways and that social expectations influadjustments were, they list a wide range of
bit more, but it ence behavior. U.S. students focus more on
things-the mile-per-hour signs; currency that's
is worth it.
the individual and are less conscious of the
all the same color, with no loonies or toonies;
Noone
role of culture and society in our lives."
not seeing the Canadian flag; the Fahrenheit
will deny that
Moes continues, "Because we are not ethniscale. But there are many more things too.
such assistance
cally diverse or religiously diverse, if we did
Adjusting to a different medical system here
helps keep
not have this diversity of nations, this would
is a challenge. And despite the fact that both
enrollment
be a less interesting learning environment."
countries speak English, some real language
numbers at a
At the beginning of his Canadian Politics
differences are obvious. The Canadian "eh" is
level where
class, Dr. Fred Van Geest, a Canadian and
still the most common way to identify a
Dordt can conprofessor of political science, puts up a
Canadian, but spelling, pronunciation, and
tinue to offer
tongue-in-cheek list of things that make
even meanings sometimes differ.
the programs it Canada such a great country. While the list
Slomp says it's nice in Economics 200 to
does, but most
may not be profound, Canadians enjoy such
see words like "labour" spelled properly by
Canadians add another perspective to many class discussions.
would also tell
recognition of their national identity.
Dr. Lesage, a fellow Canadian.
SaUy Jongsma

I
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Allison Kersbergen from Langley, British
Columbia, says" Americans and Canadians
both speak English but sometimes it really
doesn't seem like it when it comes to the pronunciation of words. Words I have to repeat
many, many times are: sock, sorry, roof, creek.
It is still weird to me to hear people say 'ruff. '"
Canadians also use different words for certain
situations. Canadians barbeque rather than grill,
they phone someone rather than call, they go on
holidays rather than vacation, they write tests
rather than take tests. Their noon meal is lunch
not dinner, they say pardon instead of "huh?"
and they address most professors as "sir."
The Canadians notice other little differences,

Nearly twenty of Dordt's.faculty are
Canadian, with another three or four
manied to Canadians. And the staff is
also well-represented with nearly a
dozen people calling Canada home. Is
there a special bond with the Canadian
students? Most students say not really;
all their profs take an interest in them.
But Sharon Hovestadt from Brantford,
Ontario, says, "Of course there's a
special bond. When someone talks the
same funny way you do, you tend to
listen more."

too. Admitting it is a generalization, Jennifer
Hazeu from Winnipeg, Manitoba, says
"Canadians eat with a fork and a knife instead
of a fork and a thumb," and they drink "real
coffee," says Greg Hessels from Brampton,
Ontario.
Another mark of difference Canadians notice
is many Americans' unawareness of Canada
and the rest of the world, both events and geography. Michelle Contant from British Columbia
says, "Here people and the news only seem to
mention what is going on in the U.S. At home I
hear Canadian, U.S. and world news."
Sarah Vriend from Ontario says, "Sometimes
I get very strange questions from Americans,
like "Do you know John ... , he's from B.C."
But as well as listing the differences
between Canadians and Americans, these students mention the things they have in common
and the things they appreciate. While many
comment that Canadians in general seem to be
a little more open to differences and more outgoing, they are quick to add that they find
Dordt a warm and friendly community and that
many of their friends are Americans.
Mark Buma from Grimsby, Ontario, says
"Ninety-five percent of the friends I've made
at Dordt are Americans." Many echo Burna's
comment and yet most also say there's a special sense of camaraderie among-Canadians.
Hazeu says, "I think we have a Canadian
pride which gives us a bond we wouldn't
normally have, but most of my close friends

I've
are American."
"I came here with some negative feelings
because of the the stereotypes we sometimes
hold of each other. But I've realized that the
Americans I know here are great people and,
other than our passports, are not much different from us. We need to be forgiving of our
minor differences and focus on our common
ground in Christ," says Andrea Visser from
Vernon Bridge, Prince Edward Island.
Slomp says, "I am far more accepting of
Americans now than I was earlier. At the same
time I have come to see some of Canada's
good points more clearly."
Sara Van Niejenhuis from Edmonton,
Alberta, says after listing what she sees as
some of the differences between Canadians
and Americans, "I've come up with a lot of
grand, sweeping generalizations about both
cultures, but I've also learned that there are
exceptions to every rule. In the end it doesn't
matter where we're from."
When asked what they appreciate most

Sports updates
Lady Defender volleyball team
looks at another banner season
After finishing 46-5 in 1998, this year's
Lady Defenders have the task of following in
the shadow of the banner year before. So far
the Dordt women have answered the call,
and at 15-3 at the end of September the volleyball team is ranked sixth in the conntry by
the NAIA. All three of Dordt's losses this
year are to top ten teams in the NAIA. Tom
Van Den Bosch is in his third year as the
head coach. The Dordt netters are in the
midst of a winning streak, having won twenty-one matches in a row at home in De Witt
Gymnasium dating back to October 1997.

Dordt men's cross country team
returns experience, women rebuild
The Dordt men's cross country team has
performed well so far this season. For the
men, the early season is highlighted by their
first place finish at the CreightonlUniversity
of Nebraska-Omaha meet on October II versus NCAA Division I teams. Senior Jeff
Summerhays has won two meets this season,
taking honors at the Dordt College
Invitational and Buena Vista Invite. Dordt's
women are very young in 1999. The Dordt
women lost four of their top seven runners to
graduation last May, but have some young
talent looking to step forward. The South
Dakota-Iowa Conference Championships are
set for November 5 at Black Hills State in
Spearfish, South Dakota.

lot
about Dordt two things came up repeatedly:
the Christian perspective and atmosphere and
the friendly, helpful community. Some also
were happy that Dordt seems to make a special
effort to make them feel at home. They mention flying the Canadian flag over the commons and the exchange rate grant as well as a
general attitude of helpfulness.
So do they like it here? Almost all who
replied do. "I absolutely love it here," says
Heidi Kooiman. Do they miss Canada? Almost
all do that too. They miss family, mountains,
trees, the CBC, hockey, Tim Horton's and
other familiar habits and landmarks.
"I always get a fond feeling in my heart
when I think of going home where I can drive
my car in kilometers per hour and not have to
worry about getting sick and if I will have
enough money to pay the doctor bills," says
Greg Hessels.
"I miss Canada, but I love America, too,"
says Sharon Hovestadt. "America is beautiful,
but Canada is home."

_
Youth dominates men's soccer team
Bill Elgersma is in his seventh year at the
helm of the Defender soccer program and so
far this fall the kickers have compiled a .500
record at 5-5. This year's men's soccer team
is very young after losing five seniors.
Dordt College has a tough schedule this fall
against nationally ranked teams. A 3-2 overtime win at home on September 22 versus
Northwestern highlighted the month of
September. Dordt's men will play five of
their six October matches on the road.

Experience shows on
women's soccer field
First-year head coach Steve Westra went
seven straight matches without losing. At 7~
1 at the end of September, the Dordt
women's soccer team is playing well this
season. The 1999 squad returned ten of
eleven starters. The women sustained their
first loss at tenth-ranked College of Saint
Mary (Omaha, Nebraska) on Sept. 28.
Dordt's women are ranked third in the NAIA
Region III Independent Rankings.

Golf sets sights on SDIC championship run and national berth
Men's golf has had the busiest month of
any of the sports on campus. The Defenders
have competed in eleven meets so far this
season. Dordt's men won team honors at the
opening meet of the season at Sandy Hollow
and have been consistently in the top five at
meets all season long.
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Dordt College is seeking applications for openings beginning August 2000 in
the following areas:
FACULTY
Theatre Arts: emphasis on design and theatre history
Foreign Language: two modern languages; Spanish
English: generalist
Education: introduction, upper-level, and possibly graduate levels with
emphasis on special education
Biology: emphasis on human anatomy and/or molecular biology
STAFF
Technical Director/Auditorium Manager: stage scenery, lighting,
audio; management of auditorium
Theatre Arts Costumer: costume design and construction
Evaluation of applications will begin December 1 and will continue until the
positions are filled.
GRADUATE ADJUNCT FACULTY POSITIONS
Dordt College is seeking adjunct faculty to teach graduate-level education
courses during July 2000, summer term, in the field of curriculum and instruction
and/or educational psychology. Applications must be received no later than
December 15, 1999.
To learn more about these positions and receive application materials, qualified persons committed to a Reformed, biblical perspective and educational philosophy are encouraged to send a letter of interest that provides evidence of that
commitment and a curriculum vitae to Dr. Rockne McCarthy; Dordt College, 498
4th Ave NE, Sioux Center, lA 51250-1697; facsimile: 712-722-4496; e-mail:
vpaa@dordt.edu; Web site: www.dordt.eduJoffices/acadaff/
Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution that strongly encourages
the nominations and candidacies of women, minorities, and disabled persons.
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Seven alums teach in Nicaragua

Elida Bot ('98) is in her second year of teaching at

Nicaragua Christian Academy.
She and her class were joined
by Dordt students on AMOR

last spring.

The

people that

Sally Jongsme

hey're kuown as the Dordt gang.
They're seven recent Dordt grads
living in Managua, Nicaragua. Elida
Bot, Hannah Christoffels Vander Wier,
Rhonda Hubers, Kelly Kuipers, Jason
Pausma, and Nathaniel Vander Wier all teach
at Nicaragua Christian Academy (NCA). Rob
Suwyn is a missionary with Christian
Reformed World Missions.
It all began with a January service trip of

T

AMOR, one of Dordt's annual student service

have touched my life
in the past and
made me who I am
are now touching the
lives

of Nicaraguans

and Hondurans
and Costa Ricans.

"
Reflections
Rhonda Hubers

ON TEACHING
IN NICARAGUA

...

There are things that
could only happen teaching in Nicaragua. Our
rooms have open windows
and tin roofs. So when it
rains. we have to yell in
order to be heard. Outside
noises are very distracting.
especially when there is
construction right outside.
Things have a tendency to
blow around and get covered in dust. And you
have to watch out for
flying birds.

8 Voice

-"p;;;r"o~J:ects.
Amut one 0 the seven spent two
weeks in Nicaragua working on a farm, meeting people, visiting NCA, and doing some
sightseeing.

ON LIVING
IN ANOTHER CULTURE
When you first come and find out
that those little ants can get into
ANYTHING, you throw out all kinds of
food. And then you just maybe throw
away the half of your plate or the half of
the bag of cereal you find them in. After
awhile yon simply scrape off the bite
they are on. Now, we have pretty much
stopped looking at what we're eating and
just eat it. A few bugs never hurt anyone.
I can handle the cockroaches in our house
and the huge ants all over my room and
the flying things everywhere and the
geckos allover the walls and the iguanas
living in our ceiling, but I will NEVER
get used to or get near the tarantulas that
find their way into our house. They are
the one cultural thing that I cannot handle.
"I was so impressed with the staff and students here that I had a hard time leaving,
wondering if I'd ever come back," says Kelly
Kuipers ('99) from Kalamazoo, Michigan.
Little did she know that the third grade classroom she visited would become hers less than
two years later.
Rhonda Hubers ('99) from Sioux Center,
Iowa, says, "On AMOR I fell in love with
Nicaragua and the people. They are so
friendly and so hospitable. I remember the
exact moment I decided to come. We were on
our bus going somewhere and I was having
a little argument with God in my head. I had
all these fears about leaving my family, my
friends, not being able to handle the change

lenges. Language is one of them. Although
their classes are taught in English, communicating to people in the community requires
Spanish. Some of them have studied Spanish
for several years. Kuipers speaks quite a bit
of Spanish, Hubers minored in Spanish, and
Suwyn spent two semesters in Spain as well
as three weeks in Mexico. But it is still an
adjustment. Hubers says that although she can
understand quite a bit, it's hard to speak to
people on the street. She wants to learn as
much as she can. Kuipers says, "Everyone
here is really patient and I've noticed that the
other teachers have come a long way in their
Spanish-speaking abilities in the last month."
Suwyn says that despite his knowledge of
Spanish, it is spoken differently and it takes
time to get comfortable with it.
"Yesterdaywas my first translatingexperience, though, and it went fairly well," he adds.
Bot decided to live with a Nicaraguan family
this year. "I wanted to be more immersed in
the language and culture. I have really
enjoyed it so far. 1 am forced to take taxis and
buses-s-which is the Nica way. I also attend a
Spanish church with my family, and although
of living here, ending up an old unmarried
I haven't been able to understandtoo much of
missionary teacher. But at that point God was
the sermon yet, I have enjoyed worshipping
calling me. And I knew that was right
and singing in another language, still with
because I had a complete sense of peace and
God's children. I enjoy being a sister to the
my concerns were gone."
only child in my family and being able to
Jason Pausma ('99) from Waupun,
learn from them as well as love them."
Wisconsin, echoes Kuipers and Hubers. "If I
Another challenge mentioned often is the
had not taken the first step of going to AMOR
fact that the school can easily take over their
I would not be here today. I had never been
whole lives. Most first-year teachers have to
outside of the the United States or Canada,
deal with this problem, but at NCA, where
and going to a Third World country blew me
the school and the teachers are their
away. But 1 liked it."
community as well as their work, it becomes
The cross-cultural exposure through
even more consuming. For all of them the
AMOR prompted these alums to rei'tur'-n-t'"'o"C
·~-~_""aYbegins between3:Olfand 5:30. By 7:00
Nicaragua, but they were also driven by a
they are at school for staff devotions, and
sense of mission. Pausma says that during
classes start at 7:30. After school they help
his final semester of college he decided he
coach soccer or cheerleading. Evenings are
wanted to do some type of mission work.
taken up leading youth groups, attending
Kuipers says she always wanted to be a
Bible studies, and, of course, prepating and
teacher or a missionary. Hubers credits her
grading. Like most people they look forward
seven-week mission experience with STS in
to the weekends as a time to relax.
Mexico as planting a seed even before the
Despite being a long way from home and
AMOR trip. And Suwyn says the AMOR
their own culture, the Dordt grads say they're
experience got him thinking about working as feeling at home in Managua.
a foreign missionary.
At present Elicia Bot ('98) teaches fourth
ON GROWING
grade, Hannah Vander Wier (' 99) teaches sixth
ASATEACHER
grade, Hubers teaches high school English and
Bible, Pausma teaches high school mathematI know that my experience here is makics, Nathaniel Vander Wier ('99) teaches high
ing me a stronger person. It's hard to
school science, and Suwyn ('99) is a missionimagine not being able to do anything
ary working closely with the Christian
through God after living in Nicaragua.
Reformed World Relief Committee and with
My confidence in my teaching is growing
young people in the Christian Reformed
by leaps everyday. I never thought when
Church there.
I took Multi-cultural Education with Prof.
Bot is the only one in her second year at
Eigenbrood that I would be living it. One
NCA. She says ten months for an overseas
of my biggest fears coming was that I
experience is too short. "I loved it even
wouldn't be able to relate well with my
though it was tough," she says, adding, "I
students. I didn't know if kids here
learned a lot the first year and feel I am able
would be like the kids back home. Now I
to contribute more the second year."
laugh at myself because these kids are as
"The seven of us do a lot together," says
"normal" as they come. It's great getting
Kuipers. "We hang out on weekends, attend
to know them. I want to be a great
the same English-speaking church (which
teacher so I am working hard to become
meets at the school), go on trips together, are
the best I can. When and if God calls me
in a Bible study together."
back to the states, my time here will
"We depend on each other a lot for
definitely make me a better teacher.
support," says Pausma. "We fonn a good
community, helping each other out, getting
Considering that I spent two semesters in
groceries, and running errands for each other." Spain and three weeks in Mexico during my
college experience, I would say that I was
But this little community is only one part
of a bigger support community they feel with
well prepared to live in another country," says
Suwyn. This doesn't mean it's always easy
all of the staff at the school and with others in
the community. They have come to love the
here. There are always cultural differences
ftiendly and hospitable people with whom
and barriers. The best way to prepare is to
they work and live.
orient yourself to at least know what to
expect before you come."
But that doesn't mean there aren't chal-

/
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AMOR did that for all of the them. Kuipers
says, "I don't feel it's been too hard to adjust
but maybe it just hasn't hit me yet. I've always
liked to travel and find out about different
places and ways of life. Besides, 1 had visited
here before and knew what to expect."
Pausma adds, "I feel I was ready to live in
another culture. You just have to be flexible.
Expect anything because it can probably happen. Nothing much surprises me anymore,"
And all would recommend the experience. "I
wish everyone had the opportunity to live and .
work in a different culture because you learn so
much about yourself and the world and God.
You realize there are more ways to do things
than the North American way. There is no price
you could pay to learn the things you learn
from living in another culture. My eyes have
been opened to how big God actually is," says
Pausma.
"As far as what you receive from working in
another culture-I can't really put it into words,"
says Kuiper. "I think that wherever you are,
whenever you let God take control you will find
awesome rewards. So many people need you.
You will be stretched and pulled and it will be
difficult at times, but you will learn so much."

doing and think, wow, this is so different from
back home. I can't believe I'm here. 1 wake up
excited to see what God is going to do next.
There are down and up days of course but
there is so much to learn that I don't want to
sit around waiting for something to happen.
Things that were strange at first are normal
now-things
like people selling all sorts of
things on the streets, running from car to car at
stop lights; children coming to the windows of
our van asking for money; the houses that
looked old and dirty and small are now someone's home; shopping in the market and bargaining for a hair clip; buying fruit for barely
anything, but spending four dollars for a small
box of cereal.
It makes me frustrated

when I think of the

money that is being spent for modem malls
when children right outside are begging for a
few cents. I wonder why God chose me to be
blessed with so much when there are people
with so little. I feel guilty going to the store to
buy material to have new clothes made or
going to the market to buy batteries for my
alarm clock. But 1 realize that God has
blessed me and I thank him for that. I struggle
with knowing how I should act or what is

Someone who has had this experience
before told me 1 would learn so much about

right for me to do amidst all the poverty. I
know I don't make as much as many of my
classmates who graduated, but I don't feel
even close to poor. I get a paycheck every
week, enough for plenty of groceries, for
going out on the weekends, for occasional

living in another culture and even about my
own culture and home. I understood with my
head that was true, but now I truly understand
what that meant. Everyday I look at what I'm

trips, and little extras. I hate being looked at
as a rich American. That is the worst thing of
all. I've downsized my lifestyle, hut I still
have so much.

ON GROWING
IN ANOTHER

CULTURE

Being out of my comfort
zone, I've learned more
about my relationship with
God. I have never had such
a desire to grow in my
faith. I want to get
stronger, but at the same
time, 1 see how far I have
to go. This is a new realization for me, another one
of those things I knew in
my head, but here it has
moved to my heart. I'm not
surrounded by Christian
Reformed people anymore.
Here people have never
even heard of Christian
Reformed. With the different missionaries here I've
learned to be accepting of
different denominations.
For us, the most important
thing is that we all believe
in God and Jesus as our
Savior.
These experiences are
life growing and changiug.
Knowing more of the world
helps me understand God's creation and enjoy
more of it. Everywhere 1 go 1 am making
connections with Sioux Center, Iowa. The
people that have touched my life in the past
and made me who I am are now touching the
lives of Nicaraguans and Hondurans and Costa
Ricans. It is powerful to know that because I
arn here, God's world and his people are
growing together. I love it!

AMOR volunteers worked on
the Nicaragua Christian Academy
building, including Rhonda Hubers,
who now teaches at NCA.

Plumbline------------------------

Christians are called to be one in Christ
Wayne Kobes

E

-

arlier this summer

I had the privilege

of

meeting with a number of Chinese seminary students from Communist China.
They had come to the United States to leam

more ahout the Christian faith they had
recently embraced and to prepare themselves
to preach the gospel to their people. Each one
had his own story of coming to know the
Lord, of the resulting problems that arose in
their families because of this commitment,
and
of the persecution they experienced and continue to experience at the hands of their
Communist government. The man I had gone
to visit bore the burden of a family back in
China who did not know the Lord, with the
exception of his nine-year-old
daughter who
was continually receiving family pressure to
give up her new-found faith. All of the students
were from different parts of China; they spoke
different dialects; yet they were clearly one
because they were in the Lord Jesus Christ.
After giving me a tour of the seminary they

Walking back to the seminary he told me that
originally these people had come from his
province in China, but were among those who
left China as the Communists took over, find-

life in the Lord, are still enslaved by the sinful
patterns of an unbelieving way of life.
How accepting are we of fellow Christians
of different national or ethnic backgrounds?
Of

ing their new home in Taiwan before immigrating to America. In today's political situation they were his enemies and he theirs! That

those speaking a different language, of a different color, of different social and economic
levels, of different political views? Perhaps we

both were now in America provided a context
of polite civility.
But such was not always the case, according to my hosts. They told me that at the
Christian seminary they attended the Christian

don't openly show contempt for such fellow
believers, but do we accept them with open
arms? How much do the divisions of a sinfuf
world shape our beliefs and behavior?
Often the oneness in Jesus Christ of which

students from Communist China were often
looked down upon by Christians from other
areas. One student related his initial experi-

we read in Scripture and which we profess is
not translated into the ways we think and live.
We want to follow Christ but we don't want to

ence after aniving at the seminary. He was
baffled that several of the other Chinese students would not even respond to his greetings
as they met. The reason became obvious in
time-these Chinese looked down on their fellow Christians and fellow students from

be out of step with the prevailing patterns of
life around us. We rejoice in the assurance of a
place in the eternal kingdom, but we prefer to
mute the radical claims of the new way of life
that is to be lived by citizens of that kingdom.

Communist China as poor, as not properly educated, and as holding the wrong political and
ideological views. There was clearly a gulf

But we should have no illusions about the
matter-such
a way of life among Christians
is sin and an affront to the Savior. And as
such, it is something we Christians must

were attending in Northern California, this
small group of fellow believers insisted on
treating me to lunch at a nearby Chinese

between these two groups of fellow-believers.
That shocked me. Isn't the Bible crystal
clear that in Christ all such divisions are

repent of and tum from. Discipleship
means
putting off the old ways of sin and putting on
the new person in Christ.

restaurant. Even though they were all struggling to survive financially, they would not

erased? In Jesus Christ there is no Jew nor
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female. It

hear of me paying for the meal. As one of the
students put it, it was an honor for them to
have among them a Christian professor of theology. In fact, the honor was mine! To spend
these few hours with such committed

angered me that those who had been brought
into the kingdom through the priceless gift of
God's grace in Jesus Christ, that those who
had suffered so much because they professed
Jesus as Lord, that those who so desperately

What 1 heard from my Chinese brothers
angered me. I'm convinced that I should be
even more angry at the sinful divisions we

Christians who willingly suffered so much for
the gospel was a powerful source of encouragement and strength to me.

needed the support and encouragement
of fellow helievers, should be treated as second
class citizens of the kingdom.
The more I reflected on this situation, the

After the meal together,

something

interest-

ing happened. At a nearby table a large party
of Chinese men and women were talking animatedly. One of the seminarians noted that
they were speaking the dialect of his particular
area of China and briefly greeted them.
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Plumb lines are commentaries broadcast on Dordt's
radio station, KDCR. By
reprinting some of them, we
hope to stimulate thinking
about issues we face as
Christians living in 1999.

have come to accept as standard ways of thinking and living. A lack of acceptance of certain
fellow Christians seems so normal that we fail
to even see it. But God's Word to his people is
clear: "There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave
nor free, male nor female, for you are all one
in Christ Jesus." (Galatians 3:28) There is no

more I came to realize that this is not a problem unique to one Chinese theological semi-

more powerful witness to Christ that could be
made in this world of sinful divisions and strife
than that of being one, filled with the love that

nary. Too often those who profess Jesus Christ
as Savior and Lord, those who love and study
the Bible, those who rejoice in the abundant

God has shown us in Christ Jesus. That is not
an option Christians may choose if they desire,
but a command from the Lord.

/

Dr. Wayne Kobes teaches theology.

Often

the oneness i~

Jesus Christ

of which

we read in Scripture
and which we profess is
not translated into the
ways we think and live.

"
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Faculty News
Agriculture professor Dr. Duane Bajema
was selected from a competitive pool of
applicants to participate in the National
Bioethics Institute, which is funded by the
National Science Foundation and was held at
Iowa State University, May 29-June 3_
Bajema studied ethical theory and planned
ways to discuss moral decision-making with
students. He also constructed case studies
for classroom use with the other members
selected to participate.

Duane Bajema

The professional involvements
of Dordt faculty members
outside the classroom reveal
Dordt's commitment to provide
educational leadership in the
Christian community as well
as among its own students.
By sharing these activities,
we hope to provide fellow
Christians with further
resources, ideas, and encouragement as they work to be of
service in Christ's kingdom.

Joanne Draayer, adjunct professor of
music, won a composition contest sponsored
by COLAM (Conference on Liturgy and
Music) this summer. The submissions had to
be original new worship songs, either in the
category of instrumental or vocal music.
Draayers winning submission, Praise is Your
Right, Oh God, in Zion, an instrumental organ
piece, is based on her interpretation of several
verses in Psalm 65. Draayer's piece was originally composed for the organ dedication at
Faith CRC in Sioux Center in February 1998_
Dr. Benjamin Kornelis, music professor
was nominated by the Michigan State
University music faculty, for membership in
Pi Kappa Lambda, a national music honor
society. Pi Kappa Lambda recognizes and
encourages the highest level of musical
achievement and academic scholarship and
has local chapters in more than 180 colleges
and universities in the United States.
A paper written by Dr. Ken Petersen, professor of environmental studies was accepted
as a chapter in a volume titled The Ecology
and Conservation of Grassland Birds of the
Western Hemisphere. His chapter, "Design
and Duration of Perturbation Experiments:
Implications for Data Interpretation," was cowritten with Louis B. Best, Petersen's former
graduarecadvisor.at Iowa-State Universit-y.

Arnold Sikkema

Physics professor Dr. Arnold Sikkema
presented a paper titled "God's Love and the

Laws of Physics: Cosmic Agape" at the
American Scientific Affliliation's annual
meeting in July. The topic of the meeting,
held at John Brown University in Siloam
Springs, Arkansas, was "Testifying to God's
Goodness through Science and Technology."
Sikkema also attended a physics teaching
workshop, held May 20-22, titled "The
Studio Approach to Student-Centered
Science, Mathematics and Engineering
Instruction," at Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute in Troy, New York.
Drs. Arnold Sikkema and Mark Tazelaar
attended a Templeton-funded workshop in
Chicago from June 19-22 on science and religion course development. While there, they
gave a brief oral and poster presentation
about their award-winning course, Science,
Prayer, and Providence: Perspectives in
Physical Science.
English professor Dr. Lorna Van Gilst was
in Merida, Venezuela, earlier this month to
lead some workshops at the National
Congress of the Venezuelan Association of
Teachers of Foreign Language. Her workshops covered the following topics: Writing
Qualitative Research Reports; Writing
Creatively to Learn a Foreign Language; and
Blending Personal Writing with Research.
Mary Lou Wielenga, adjunct instructor in
keyboard, presented three recitals demonstrating the Casavant organ to visiting groups on
campus this summer. Also this summer, she
studied organ with Dr. George Ritchie, a specialist in Baroque organ performance at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, and attended
a piano workshop

Hudson, Native Americans, and the Birth of
New Netherland," last month at the
Rensselaerswijck Seminar in Albany, New
York. Earlier this month he presented a paper
for a history department colloquia at Hope
College in Michigan. His paper was called,
"Wilden and Calvinisten: Dutch Evangelistic
Efforts in Seventeeth-Century ~ew York."
Engineering professor Dr. Nolan Van
Gaalen was awarded the outstanding faculty
advisor award in April at the ASME
(American Society of Mechanical Engineers)
student conference in Des Moines for his
work in connection with the Dordt College
student section of the ASME International.
Van Gaalen also presented a paper in June at
the Christian Engineering Education conference near Charlotte, North Carolina, titled
"Development of a Mission Statement," at
the Wycliffe JAARS Technical Center.
Dr. Robert Hilbelink, accounting professor, spent September 17-24 in Seattle,
Washington, teaching managerial accounting
to a group of Chinese officials from Nanjing,
The program was in association with the
Pacific Institute of Business Management.
Dr. Marvin De Young, emeritus professor
of physics, has been honored by the Iowa
Department for the Blind for outstanding volunteer service to blind Iowans. He was given
his award earlier this month at the Governor's
Volunteer Award Ceremony.
Dr. Karen DeMol, professor of music, gave
this fall's convocation address at Kosin

University, Dordt's sister college in Korea.
Her translated speech was presented three
times to accommodate the 3500 students.
History professor Dr. Paul Otto wrote an
DeMol also presented lectures to the music
entry on Peter Stuyvesant for the multi-voldepartment, one on a Reformed approach to
ume American National Biog[{lJJJ!ywhich ==",m",u,.,sictitled "Sound §,tewa.n.l£hip" and one on
was publish;! by Oxford this year. Otto i;iso
Bach's "St. Matthew Passion." AU lectures
presented a paper, titled "Common Practices
were translated by Dr. Sung Soo Kim, who
and Mutual Misunderstandings: Henry
spent time at Dordt several years ago.

Dordt's business department joins Chinese MBA effort

D

T his has opened up
the opportunity to work
with managers of
state-owned enterprises,
managers who are
in positions of power

and influence in
their country.

"
10 Voice

r. John Visser returned to China again
this summer, his third time since
1995. It wasn't a vacation, though.
Visser's visit was part of an ambitious and
intensive effort to teach Chinese businessmen
the skills needed in their emerging market
economy.
Visser has written and taught the International Business and Financial Markets and
Capital Budgeting courses that are now being
offered through the Pacific Institute for
Business Management (PIBMA), a division
of English Language Institute China (ELIC).
ELIC has been sending Christian teachers to
China to teach English for nearly twenty
years and has gained the trust and respect of
the Chinese government Two other Dordt
business professors, Gary Vander Plaats and
Robert Hilbelink, have taught accounting
courses for PIBMA.
"This is an incredible opportunity," says
Visser, who is one of five members of the
PIBMA board. As they moved to a market
economy, Chinese leaders saw the need to
train thousands of business managers to
make sure that they had the skills needed to
make their economy vibrant, competitive,
and globaL In 1991 they set a goal of graduating 300,000 MBAs by 2000_ But by 1998
they had only 3000 trained MBAs. With few
programs of their own. they looked for outside help, Japan was asked to establish an
MBA program in Xi' an; the European
Economic Community was asked to establish
one in Shanghai; and ELIC was asked to
form a coalition of institutions to establish a

program in Beijing. Jim Porter, the executive
director of PIBMA, calls this a remarkable
tribute to two decades of mutual respect
between the Chinese government and ELIC.
"Relationships are extremely important in
Asia, much more so than in North America,"
Porter writes to PIBMA participants. Several
reputable American institutions have tried
to bring their MBA programs to China
and failed because of lack of developed
relationships and lack of faculty resources.
PIBMA's model could overcome both of
these obstacles.
"This has opened up the opportunity to
work with managers of state-owned enterprises, managers who are in positions of
power and influence in their country," says
Visser.
At present PIBMA has established a network of over seventy Ph.D.s in business and
economics who are available to teach in
China in the new Executive MBA program.
They are looking for thirty colleges and universities to join the consortium, so that they
will have closer to 200 faculty available to
spend from three weeks to a semester in
China every few years.
The "Executive Short Course" component
of the program. which is already in place, is
composed of fourteen one-week courses that
are currently being taught in three-week units
by faculty from colleges and universities
affiliated with the Council for Christian
Colleges and Universities. At present twelve
of them are taught in China and the last two
are taught in the United States. Hilbelink
/

recently returned from Seattle where he
taught the Managerial Accounting course.
This course had originally been designed for
and taught at the Beijing Institute of
Technology in the summer of 1997 by Gary
Vander Plaats, who joined Dordt's faculty
this falL
"Dordt has made a commitment to participating in this program," says Visser, "opening the door for business faculty to participate periodically. In addition to the benefit to
the Chinese, it provides an excellent and
stewardly opportunity for faculty development, since the Chinese are willing to pick
up the costs associated with the program."
Although the program is still somewhat in
flux, the beginning steps have been laid. The
professors who have taught there have developed warm relations with Chinese officials
and students, opening the door for more
long-term developments. Like ELIC teachers,
professors are not to proselytize. But teaching values and ethics as well as building
strong personal relationships will likely have
a significant impact on the Chinese people
and eventually their culture, Visser believes.
"We're showing the top eschalon of
Chinese leaders that many religious people
are well educated and hold important leadership positions," Visser says. In China, generally only the poor are Christians, and the vast
majority of the 1-2 billion people who live
there do not even know what a Christian is.
"If we take a long view, Dordt needs to be
involved in this program, even if the eventual
shape is still a bit uncertain," says Visser.
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John Calvin Award

Experience changes John Van Dyk
Sally Jongsma
Each year the John Calvin Award is presented to afaculty
member in recognition of a commitment to reaching from a
Calvinistic perspective and for developing and transmitting
reformational insight in a discipline. Thefaculty member is .
nominated by fellow faculty members and selected alumni.

I

the
n thirty-three years since John Van Dyk
came to teach at Dordt College, much has
changed. The institution has grown and so
has he. He now has young grandchildren instead
of young children. He now teaches education
courses instead of classics and philosophy. And
his focus in teaching has changed, he says.
"I used to be more concerned with my subject
area and developing a Christian perspective in
that area," he says. "Now I'm more interested in
equipping students to put that perspective into
practice."
Obviously Van Dyk's current emphasis rests
on his former one, but he believes that his
change in focus is significant. So significanl, in
fact, that he says Dordt's statement of purpose
known as "The Educational Task of Dordt
College't-of which he was a primary author-is
really insufficient in describing what professors
need to be doing.
"We need more emphasis on enabling and
equipping than on transmitting insight," he says,
adding that knowledge and insight have the
potential to be serviceable, but if they are disconnected from students' lives, if students aren't
equipped to live as committed Christian servant
citizens, good teaching has not taken place.
"Effective teaching doesn't enable students to
take tests well, it equips them to be good disciples," he says. He cites Psalm 78's admonition
not to hide God's precepts from our children,
but to pass them on to the next generation, and
that of Ephesians 4 for teachers to prepare God's
people for works of service so that the body of
Christ may be built up.
How do you equip students to be committed
adults? Van Dyk doesn't claim to have all the
answers to that question, but he does believe

that finding ways to connect students' past experience, their current situation, and their future
life is an important first step. He tries to ask the
question "What difference will this make in the
lives of my students?" Answering that question
means continually evaluating what subject matter is important and what is not.
Van Dyk recalls doing this at one point in
teaching ancient philosophy when he asked himself what elements of the course would contribute most meaningfully to his students' lives.
He found that he eliminated a great deal of
information that could have gotten in the way of
his students' understanding.
Van Dyk has always been interested in the
process of teaching, beginning with his years as
a high school teacher, through his years of
teaching classical languages and philosophy, and
now in teaching future teachers how to teach.
His interest was spurred on by Christian teachers across North America in the 70s. As a philosophy of education professor, Van Dyk was
frequently asked to speak at workshops and
teacher's conventions. He remembers being
urged to go beyond platitudes and address how a
reformational philosophy of education could be
concretely implemented.
When asked today what makes good teaching
from a Reformed perspective, he lists four
assumptions that he believes will give a framework for answering that question.
1) World view determines classroom practice
as well as curricular content.
2) The Bible opens up a vision of creation,
fall, and redemption that gives relevance and
urgency to our study and work.
3) The universe is God's kingdom over which
he rules and which we help make visible.
Teaching must reflect the way God created the
universe and enable students to respond.
4) A sense of community is crucial to building
the body of believers. Building community in the
classroom will enable students to build and live
in community outside of it.
"The potential applicability of what is taught

must be clear," Van
Dyk believes.
Students in a math
class must understand that math can
be used to make
bombs or build
bridges and that they
need to know some
complex mathematics to do either one.
Science must expose
the distortion and
exploitation of people's use of creation.
It must also teach
how things work
together to sustain
each other.
Communication must
promote understanding of the world and
of each other or
teaching metaphor is
pointless.
But Van Dyk
points out that teaching only as preparation for the future can
be as much a waste
of time as teaching
from the past. Teaching conflict resolution strategies, responsible use of resources, and how to
think critically about specific issues can be done
with relevance by connecting to students' current
lives.
Van Dyk finds that as he has focused more on
enabling students to be committed disciples-in
elementary and secondary schools as well as
college-he has also seen the importance of
working individually with students. He tries to
model that in his teaching so that the teachers he
teaches will see its value when they enter their
classrooms and teach the next generation what is
needed for good discipleship.

Dr. John Van Dyk was tbe
recipient of last spring's Jobn
Calvin Award.

W hat difference
will this make in the
lives of my students?

Ten new faculty began teaching this fall

l1

Dordt
e
College faculty have been
joined by ten new members this
year, who come from as far away as
Japan and Kyrgyzstan and as close as Sioux
Center.
Two of the new faculty join the education
department. Barb
Hoekstra, an adjunct professor for the past two
years, is now a full-time
staff member. She received
her bachelor's degree from
Trinity Christian College in
Tllinois. her master's
degree from Western Michigan University,
and is working toward a doctorate from the
University of South Dakota.
Lloyd Den Boer also
joins the education department. Born in Sioux Center,
Den Boer moved to this
area from Abbotsford,
British Columbia, where he
served as the principal of
the Heritage Campus of
Abbotsford Christian School. Den Boer is a
Dordt graduate ('73) and earned his master's
degree from Simon Fraser University in
British Columbia.

Three new professors join the business
administration/accounting department.
Scott Quatro received a bachelor's degree
from Pepperdine University
in Malibu, California, and a
master's degree in business
administration from the
College of William and
Mary, in Williamsburg,
Virginia. He has recently
been employed in business
and human resources at
American Management Systems and Payless
ShoeSource Inc.
Gary Vander Plaats is
a Dordt graduate ('82), and
received his master's
degree in business administration from the University
of Iowa. He comes to Dordt
after serving as an assistant
professor
of accounting at Geneva
College in Pennsylvania.
Jonathan Warner will
serve as associate
professor of economics. A
native of England, Warner
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has been a professor at universities in
England, Cyprus, Poland, and Kyrgyzstan.
He holds a Ph.D. in welfare economics from
the University of Wales.
The philosophy department has added Roger
Henderson to its staff.
Henderson earned his bachelor's degree from the
University of California,
Berkley, and his doctorate
from the Free University of
Amsterdam. Henderson has
most recently lived in California, where he
owned and operated an apartment complex
and worked as an editor and translator.
Joining the theology
department is David
Rylaarsdam, a Dordt graduate (' 89) and a Sioux Center
native. He earned his master of divinity degree from
Calvin Theological
Seminary, and an additional
master's degree and a PhD.
from the University of Notre Dame.
Dordt's mathematics department adds
professor Duane Einfeld. Another Dordt
/

"

graduate ('85), Einfeld
received his master's
degree from the University
of Washington in Seattle.
He has been a technical
aide in the engineering
department of the Boeing
company in Everett,
Washington, for the past eight years.
The art faculty is joined
by Susan VanRees, who
earned a bachelor's degree
from Northwestern College
in Orange City. She recently
completed her master
of fine arts degree at the
University of South Dakota
and taught art and art
history at Northwestern while obtaining her
master's degree.
Nobuhiro Yamao, a retired high school
teacher, wiII be teaching
courses in Japanese
language and culture during
the fall semester. He is a
graduate of Hokkaido
University and a resident
of Furano, Japan.
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The orchestra played in the church in

Giving the concerts was a highlight for all
of us. At each concert Dr. Duitman would
introduce a piece, and an interpreter would
explain what he said to the audience in
Dutch. Once, when Dr. Duitrnan was commenting about a piece with some dissonance,
the audience roared with laughter after the
interpreter had finished speaking. We all
looked at each other wondering what was so
funny about dissonance. After the concert
our host families explained that the interpreter had told them the song would have
some bad chords in it so they should cover
their ears.
Our tour guide, Claus, was a wonderful
part of the tour. I think everyone would agree
that without Claus and Bertuse our tour
would not have been as wonderful as it was.
Claus, in addition to being a tour guide during the summers, is an actor during the other
nine months of the year. A few years ago he
starred in a very popular Dutch television
show similar to ER. During our tour, women
would often stop him on the street and ask if
he was really the actor from that show. One
time we were entering a museum and a group
of elderly women surrounded him, screaming
Ulrum, which is the birthplace of the Christian Reformed denomination.
and talking excitedly. Claus was very courteous to them, visited for a while, and then
continued our tour with an incredibly red
face. It was funny to have a Dutch celebrity
along on our tour because Claus was a regular Joe to those of us who had never seen the
mini-series.
outside the airport to take us to the flower
Bertuse, the bus driver, was wonderful
Sonja Orne, '95
auction-our first sight-seeing trip. Bertuse
about singing special songs for us and taught
une 4 brought the first Dordt College
remarked to Claus, "They sure are a quiet
us how to sing "Happy Birthday" in Dutch.
Alumni Orchestra together to begin its
bunch, aren't they?" Once we had recovered
Although he did not speak much English,
first-ever European tour. We met at
from jet lag, they discovered a whole new
Bertuse communicated fun and laughter to all
Dordtthat Friday night excited to greet old
side of our group.
of us. We began saying "Encore, encore"
friends, meet new ones, and make music
The first week of our tour was spent in the
each time he executed incredible turns and
together. For many of us it was wonderful to
Netherlands giving concerts and staying with
maneuvers in the tiny streets of Europe. I do
be a part of a musical ensemble because it
host families. Many tour members had the
not think any of us will ever ride with a more
had been more than a few years since we had added benefit of visiting relatives in..the""",_"":<=-skiHeddriver than -Bertuse!
prayed atOordt.
Netherlands. OUf second week was spent in
We had so many wonderful experiences
That weekend we participated in intense
Germany and Austria, where we saw castles,
that they all began to blur together. One
rehearsals and became reacquainted with Dr.
musicians' homes, and of course tried good
afternoon we made a quick stop to see Anne
Duitman's strategies for helping us play well.
Gerinan sauerkraut. Our experience at
Frank's house and take a picture. After getSunday found us in Minneapolis for an
Dachau, the first concentration camp in
ting my pictures back I would tell people, "I
evening concert, and we stayed in host
Germany, was a powerful time of contempladon't know why I took that picture. That is
homes before we left for Europe on Monday.
tion for all of us.
what a typical house looks like in the
Boarding our plane in Minneapolis, we preOur tour of Europe was exciting. We never
Netherlands." It was only after our picture
pared to sleep on our nine-hour flight to
tired of hearing Claus tell us the rich history
party that someone reminded me it was Anne
Amsterdam. However, since we were too
of the various places we visited. On the first
Frank's house!
excited to sleep on the flight, most of us
day we took a boat ride on the canals of
Our tour to Europe was a time to fellowexperienced jet lag on our first day in the
Amsterdam. At one point on the ride we
ship with others who shared the same beliefs,
Netherlands.
could see seven bridges at the same time.
similar interests, and a common college
Once we arrived we walked out to a new
Eager to take our first European pictures, we
experience. We enjoyed getting to know one
moming in the Netherlands with a full day of
gathered around to snap the picture at the preanother and manyrof the Dutch people we
touring and a concert. Claus, our tour guide,
cise moment. We later agreed that we had a
stayed with. I know this was a once-in-a-lifeand Bertuse, our bus driver, met us
very nice picture of Jennifer Duitman's head.
time experience that I will always treasure.

Alumni orchestra goes to Europe

J

Our tour to Europe
was a time to fell(fwsllip
with others who shared
the same beliefs, similar
interests, and a common
college experience,

"

Help us plan ahead as you plan ahead
Dave Vander Wert
Director

The Barnabas
Foundation is a
valuable resource
available to assist
Christians in many
areas of financial
planning
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or Planned

M

Giving

anyof us spend time planning
ahead. We plan for the future of
our businesses, churches, and
schools. On a personal level we plan for our
vacations and retirement, and for how our
assets will be distributed when we die. If
you have school age children, undoubtedly
you are planning to meet the costs of
Christian education.
One of the most frequently asked questions we hear during our visits is "What will
tuition cost for our children/grandchildren
when they are ready to enroll at Dordt
College?" We can't give a firm answer to
this question, but history indicates that costs
will continue to rise.
As Dordt College looks ahead to the
future, we know one of our biggest challenges will be to keep tuition affordable for

our students while simultaneously providing
quality Christian higher education. We
know that a strong endowment will be vital
to keeping these costs affordable. Our
endowment helps to provide scholarships,
technology and program updates, and funds
for the upkeep of our campus.
We urge you to help us keep the costs of
Christian higher education affordable at
Dordt College by remembering the college
in your estate planning and through other
planned gifts that strengthen our endowment.
Consider using an organization such as the
Barnabas Foundation in planning your estate
and completing planned gifts. The Barnabas
Foundation is a valuable resource available
to assist Christians in many areas of financial planning. At Dordt College we have
been extremely impressed with the Christian
commitment, professionalism, and level of
knowledge exhibited by the "presentatives

of the Barnabas Foundation. We are blessed
to be associated with this organization.
The Barnabas Foundation does not sell
financial products; this aHows them to be
unbiased in the advice they provide. They
also work with your local attorney to ensure
that your wishes are met. Additionally, all
consultations with the Barnabas Foundation
are confidential and free.
To arrange a visit with a Barnabas representative contact our office at 712-722-6020
or contact Barnabas directly at 708-5323444.
For our Canadian friends an organization
similar to Barnabas exists in Canada called
Christian Stewardship Services. Their phone
number is 905-947-9262 or 800-267-8890.
By remembering Dordt College in your
estate planning you will be benefitting future
generations of students.
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Alumni director's notes
,
By Judy Hagey

O

ne professional hazard for this alumni
director is fear of using the wrong
form of the Latin term that refers to
the men and women who have attended
Dordt. That's
why I keep a'
note on my

bulletin board
reminding me
of the correct
word-alumna
for female,
alumnus for
male, alumni
for the plural
of both genders. Given
some of the
Judy (Vande Hoef, '73) Hagey
discussions
I've seen on
alumni professionals' listserves, it's apparent
that I'm not the only one who struggles with
these distinctions.
That's why I was amused by the list of
alumni words and definitions I came across a
while back-a list of words coined by alumni
professionals that point to common experiences. Alumnoops-mistakes made by alumni
professionals or alumni; alumorandum-written communication between alumni directors
and board members; alumnoise-the sound at
class reunions; alumnibbles-what is served at
alumni receptions; and alumniweds-married
alumni couples. to name a few.
Nowhere in the list did I find a word to
describe the special connection that many
alumni feel toward fellow alumni and their
alma mater. Alumbond? Perhaps the fact that
no word was coined illustrates just how difficult it can be to define the special relationship that develops among college students.
As they wrestle with who they are and what
God is calling them to do with their life, separated from their parents and familiar friends,
a bond is established. For many it is the
beginning of a friendship that continues long
past the days they spend together on campus.

In an ideal alumni relationship, that sense of
belonging extends beyond the personal relationship, develops into an appreciation for the
institution that fostered it, and comes full circle when alumni are motivated to "give back"
to their college.
By that standard, Dordt alumni are a suecessfullot. Their loyalty is apparent in the
number of alumni children enrolled (thirtysix percent of current students). It is also evident in their financial support. Though actual
dollar amounts may not be record-breaking,
the percentage who contribute to the college
may be. In the latest U.S. News and World
Report college rankings, in which Dordt
ranked seventeenth among Midwest region
liberal arts colleges, the percentage of alumni
contributing to the college is a phenomenal
forty-eight percent. The figure is even more
impressive when you consider that u.s. News
considers only graduates in their calculations.
Dordt alumni are to be congratulated for this
evidence of their commitment to the college.
We do not measure commitment only by
the bottom line, however. Many alumni are
giving back to Dordt in other ways as well.
They are returning to campus to make contributions in the classroom, helping new alumni
who move into their communities (through
the Placement Office's Alumni Assistance
Network), representing Dordt at college fairs,
and serving as advocates in their churches
and communities through the Alumni
Volunteer Assistance Network. These are
only some formal programs. Any time you
speak a word of encouragement to a prospective student, open your home to a student
touring group, or help get out a crowd for a
local event you are making a contribution
that is more valuable than money. It's an
affirmation of what Dordt stands for and that
alumni are willing to devote time and
resources to its continued success.
One group of alumni making an important
contribution to the alumni association is 'the
thirteen individuals serving on the Alumni
Board. They represent-Dordt's interests in
their communities and provide valuable input

and feedback about the college and alumni
programs. Dave Bloemendaal ('68) and Betty
Moss ('86) recently completed four-year
terms on the board. Replacing them are
Helen Bonnema and Dave Ruter.
Helen (De
Groot)
Bonnema
('69) lives
near Orange
City, Iowa.
She is the
resource room
teacher at
Orange City
Christian
School. She
and her husband, Gervin,
('70) have

Homecoming 2000!
February 12
• Basketball
Dordt vs. Mount Marty
JV vs. Alumni
• Indoor Track
NIAC Invitational
• Talent Extravaganza
• Hospitality Room
• Children's Activities

Fall 1999

Pella, Iowa
The Dordt Defenders meet
Central's Flying Dutchmen at
8:00 p.m., November 19 in the
Central Classic. Cheer on the
team and meet alumni and

friends at the Alumni
Hospitality Room during
half-time.
Pacific Northwest
Cheer on the Lady Defenders
at the Puget Sound
Tournament, December 17-18.

British Columbia
TheLady Defendersvs.
Trinity Western University,
Helen Bonnema

four children,
of whom one is a Dordt graduate and two are
current students. They are members of
Immanuel Christian Reformed Church, where
Helen is involved with Bible study groups
and leads a post-high school young adult
group.
Dave Ruter
('76) lives in
Sioux Center,
with his wife,
Ruth (Haak,
ex '80) and
their three
children. Dave
is the recreation director
and pool manager for the
city of Sioux
Center. The
Dave Ruter
Ruters are
members of
Covenant Christian Reformed Church, where
Dave has served as a youth leader, Sunday
School teacher, and deacon.

Mark your calendars
Alumni ...
You won't want to miss

Regional
events

T

wo major events are planned for next
summer. In a first for the alumni association, retired (but not retiring) professor Arnold Koekkoek and his wife, Carol, will
serve as escorts on a guided tour of the Heart
of Europe. Open to alumni and friends of the
college, the tour begins in Amsterdam on July
6 and includes stops in the Netherlands,
Belgium, Germany, Austria, Italy, Switzerland,
and France before departing from Paris on
July 20. We've recently leamed that prices
have been set for next year. They range from
$2480-$2920 (depending on your point of
departure) and include airfare, all transportation in Europe, sightseeing, hotels, tips and
taxes, and twenty-five meals. You can secure
your spot on what's sure to be an enjoyable
trip by making a $\00 deposit by December I.
For those who can't make the European
tour, you can connect with Dordt and your
Dordt friends at the all-college reunion
on July 21-22. We're planning a range of
activities that will appeal to both the
academics and the social butterflies in the
alumni body. Activities and accommodations
for the whole family will also be available.
The ever-popular Ken Medema will close
the weekend with a concert. Mark your
calendar, contact your former roommates,
and plan to join us for a commemoration of
Dordt's 45th anniversary.

/

2:00 p.rn. on December 21,
Join the team, alumni,
and friends for an
after-game get-together.

Southern

California

The Dordt Defenderstravel to
southern California during
Christmas break. Catch them
in action. Dordt vs Vanguard
University, Costa Mesa, at

7:30 p.m. on December27.
Dordt vs. Christian Heritage,

San Diego, at 7:30 p.m.
on December30.
Colorado
The Chamber

Orchestra tours

Nebraska and Colorado
January 5-10.
Attend a concert in:

• Colorado Springs
• Denver

British Columbia

The Dnrdt Blades take to the
ice in British Columbia

January 3-8, 2000.
Walch the mail and the web
site for event detllils and
complete tour itineranes.

Upcoming
events
Our Family Alhum:
Free to Serve
Dordt faculty,staff, and
alumni are featured in this

presentationthat uses drama,
music, and video to tell the
story of the roots and history of
the Christian Reformed Church.
Written by James Schaap and
sponsored by the CRC, the
production continues its tour of
North America with appearances
in the following locations.

November 5, 8:00 p.m.«
New Life Christian Ref.

Church,Abbotsford, B.c.
November 6, 7:00 p.m.Lynden, Washington,

Sonlight CRC
November 7, 6:30 p.m.
Denver, Colorado
South High School

Spirit of Dordt Weekends
June 7-9, 2000
July 19-21
All-College Reunion
July 21-22, 2000
Tour of the Heart of Europe
July 6-20, 2000
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Alumni notes

_
Andy den Otter ('65)

e-mail
Over 1600 alumni have sent us
their e-mail addresses. We would
like to receive still more, as we
hope to use this tool to improve
communication with and among
alumni. If you want to
contact us bye-mail, the address is
alumni@dordt.edu.
And check out
the alumni e-mail directory,
announcements and information
available on the alumni pages of
the Oordt website: www.dordt.edu.

was awarded the Harold
Adams Innis prize by the
Humanities 'and Social
Science Federation of
Canada for his book, The
Philosophy of Railways:
The Transcontinental
Railway Idea in British
North Amt:rica.
AI Smeenk ('73) was
honored by the Sunnyside,
Washington, Chamber of
Commerce last February as

the 1999-2000"Educator of
the Year." Al is a science
teacher at Sunnyside
Christian School and was
also honored by the school
for reaching his 300th win
as head coach of the
Sunnyside Christian High
School's varsity girls basketball team.

Joan (De Jong) Le
Mahieu ('77) has been
named to the "Women in
Power" list for Madison and
Dane County in Wisconsin.
The list, compiled by Madison Magazine and featured
in the August 1999 issue, provides profiles of the
ninety-nine most influential women in the area. Joan
has been the director of Madison's Monona Terrace
Community and Convention Center since 1996.
Allan and Bonnie (Miedema) Reinders ('79, '81)
live in Escondido, California, where Allan works for
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) as a revenue
agent. He also teaches computer classes locally in
Southern California and travels to sites such as
Sacramento, Seattle, and Denver. Bonnie stays home
with their four children: Caroline, 6; Dylan, 4;
Evelyn, 2; and Franklin, 9 months. Allan and Bonnie
have been active in the recently-formed Crossroads
Christian Reformed Church. Allan served on the
steering committee, and Bonnie has played piano for
services and Sunday School, and has directed the
addlt choir. .
.........
Len Fakkema (' 81) is a coach and teacher at
Lynden Christian School in Lynden, Washington.
This past school year, he was a part of two state
championships: he was the assistant coach of the
varsity boys basketball team and the head coach of

Alumni:
Check out the Placement Services Web
to view or submit job notices.

Page

http://www.dordt.edu/services/placement/
,
or www.dordt.edu
from "Choose a section" select "Placement Office"

Westra rides "Vomit Comet"
Doug Westra ('85) works for the NASA Marshall Space Flight Center in
Huntsville, Alabama. This summer, he flew on NASA's KC-135 plane, nicknamed "The Vomit Comet," as part of a Microgravity Materials Science
Project.
The purpose of this project was to observe and record the chemical reaction
of polymerization under weightless conditions. Since the polymer product is
heavier than the monomer from which it is formed, the polymer will sink in a
one gram environment. (A gram equals the acceleration of gravity.) On the
ground, the experiment looks something like a lava lamp.
The plane used in the project was originally built for the Air Force and is
approximately the size of a Boeing 707. It flies approximately forty parabolas
per day to achieve twenty to twenty-five seconds of weightlessness per parabola. NASA has been flying planes this way since 1959.
As well as short-term microgravity experiments, the plane is used for astronaut training. It was also used for filming weightless scenes in the movie,
Apollo 13.
The plane only Jived up to its uickname for the first two days of the four
days Doug flew. Overall, he says, it was an enjoyable experience.
As well as flying with the experiment, Doug worked with a team of approximately twenty engineers to design and build the experiment apparatus.
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the varsity boys soccer team. Two of his sons played
on the varsity boys soccer team. Len was also the
assistant director of the Washington State Summer
Geography Institute which was sponsored by
National Geographic.
Randall Klynsma ('85) has accepted a call to the
Trinity Orthodox Presbyterian Church in
Bridgewater, South Dakota. His wife, Julie (Ten
Haken, '85), keeps busy taking care of their six children: Greg, 10; Tony, 8; Daniel, 7; Carly, 6; Hannah,
2; and Maggie, 1.
Brian and Wendy Vanderveen (ex '85) live in
Edmonton, Alberta, with their four children: Brianna,
6; Allen, 5; Jeffrey, 3; and Michelle, six months.
After attending Dordt, Brian received a certificate in
instrumentation engineering from a local technical
institute and began working at Brian Controls, a
distributor of process control equipment. He is now
a sales representative for that company.
John and Janet (Baker, '87) Stellingwerf live in
Fontana, California, with their two children, Jeffrey,
2; and Jennifer, six months. John works as a credit
manager for Coast Grain Company in Ontario,
California, and Janet is a bilingual elementary
teacher for the Ontario-Montclair School District.
Dr. Gary Vander Zee (' 87) opened a satellite eye
clinic in Tyler, Minnesota, last May. The clinic is a
satellite of the Yorkshire Eye Clinic, Ltd. Gary began
working for the organization in 1992 and is an expert
in contact lens fitting and dispensing, and treatment
of eye diseases and injury. He lives in Tyler with his
wife, Maria, and two sons: Luke and Mark.
John and Helen (Feenstra, '89) Kuperus are
awaiting the birth of their third child next month.
John is planning to attend Fuller Seminary in
California this fall, and Helen is a full-time domestic
engineer. This past year, she was the recipient of the
New Jersey "Best Practice Award" in the area of
World Languages, for her entry titled, "Hispanic
Olympics." The couple attended Jerusalem
University College in Israel last year, with John
attending full-time and Helen part-time. John is
also the owner of a fe~d and pet store in Sussex,
New Jersey.
Marc and Kari Renkema ('89) now live near
Seattle, Washington, where Marc is the pastor of
Trinity Orthodox Presbyterian Church. Kari stays at
home with their three children, Julianne, 6; Marc Jr,
4; and Joshua, 23 months. Kari also home schools
their children. Marc and Kari are expecting their
fourth child.
Mike Vander Wei ('89) has recently moved to
Cambridge, Massachusetts, with his wife, Kerry, and
one-year-old daughter, Anneka. Mike is being sponsored by the Boeing Company as a Fellow in the
Leaders for Manufacturing Program at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. During his
two years in the program, Mike hopes to obtain his
master's in civil engineering and a master's degree in
business administration from the Sloan School of
Management.

John and Sue (Schuring) Brouwer, ('89, '90)
live in Pella, Iowa, where John is a senior project
engineer at Pella Corporation. Sue enjoys staying
home with their three children, Johanna, 5;

/

Jacob, 3; and Samuel, four months.

Sheldon and Julie (Iedema) Schelling ('89, '90),
recently moved to Sioux Falls, South Dakota, with
their two sons: Tyler, 8; and Jordan, 7. Sheldon
continues to work at the Veterans Administration
Hospital as a social worker and also does private
practice. Julie began teaching instrumental music this
fall at Calvin Christian School and Sioux Falls
Christian Middle and High School.
Evan Vis ('90) is beginning a career in the Navy
after teaching music at Central Minnesota Christian
School (CMCS) in Prinsburg, Minnesota, for nine
years. This summer, he went through basic training
in Chicago and is now at music school in Norfolk,
Virginia. After finishing there, Evan plans to be
assigned to a Navy band somewhere in the U.S. or
overseas to play his euphonium. Evan looks forward
to the career change because. it will give him more
time with his wife, DarJene (Sytsma '90), who
was the preschool teacher at CMCS, and their son
Collin, 3.

Kelly and Charlene (Medenblik) Homan ('90,
'92) live in Lincoln, Nebraska, with their two children: Caleb, 4; and Ellie, two months. Kelly is in his
third year as a mechanical engineering professor at
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Tom and Karla (Lefers) Prinsen ('90, ex '93)
now live in Carbondale, Illinois, where Tom is pursuing a Ph.D. in mass communication at Southern
Illinois University. He recently received a double
master of arts degree in mass communication and
speech communication from the University of South
Dakota. Karla is seeking employment and their two
children, Bethany, 7; and Calvin, 5, ~ in first grade
and kindergarten at Covenant Christian School.
Doris (Roose, '91) George recently accepted a job
with Area Education Agency 12 in Woodbury
County, Iowa. Doris will be working part-time as
school social worker in the public schools and parttime in the early childhood development program.
Brian and Kim (Gritters, '91) Kolb recently
moved to Story City, Iowa. where Brian is an
engineer for the new Pella Corporation plant.

Marriages
John Kuperus and Helen Feenstra ('89), 6/21/96
Marv Kuipers (ex '93) and Kendra Van Duyn
('98),81l7/99
Rick Veldboom ('94) and Amy Van Baren, 8114/99
Chris Van Ginkel (ex '95) and Heidi Koedam
(ex '01) 8/14/99
Paul Bootsma and Rachel Anderson ('97),7/25/98
David Nyland and Libhy Kragt ('97), 6/26/99
Eric Finch and Deb Struthers ('97), 6/5/99
Eric Zomermaand ('99) and Michelle Van Zee
('97),12119198
Scott Sybesma and Meredith Kos (ex '98), 8114/99
Israel Hnygen ('98) and Kim Weeks ('98), 8/1198

Joel Eigenbrood ('98) and Sarah De Haan ('98),
112/99

Mark Bekkering ('99) and Michelle Bootsma
('98), 8115/98
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Lyle and Mary (Natelborg) Van Ravenswaay
('92, '91) live in Hull, Iowa, where Lyle teaches
band and orchestra at Western Christian High
School. Mary stays at horne with their three
children: Erin, 5; Jenna, 3; and Jon, four months.
Nathaniel Meyer ('92) recently graduated from
the Family Practice Residency Program at Mercy
Medical Center in Mason City, Iowa. He graduated
from the University of Iowa Medical School in
1996. In August, Nathaniel joined the Mercy Care
Clinic in Spencer, Iowa, where he and his wife,
Susan, now live.
Tim and Pam (De Boer, '92) Schmidt live in
Albuquerque, New Mexico, with their one-yearold son, Theodore. Tim works for General Mills as
the financial manager of its Albuquerque cereal
plant, and Pam works as a part-time substitute
teacher for Albuquerque public schools.
Joel Keen ('93) recently graduated from
Covenant Theological Seminary in Saint Louis,
Missouri, with a master of divinity degree. He will
continue to work on staff with Stephen Ministries.
His wife, Cyndi (Luttjeboer, '93), continues to
work with S1. Louis Association for Retarded
Citizens as a supervisor of a group home.
Gerald and Sharon (Vander Krnk) Kodde
('94, '94), live in Granton, Ontario, with their son
Nathan. Gerald is a hog and cash crop farmer, and
Sharon is enjoying being a full-time mom.
Benjamin Meyer ('94) graduated in May from
Iowa State University with a master's of fine art in
graphic design. For his thesis, Benjamin analyzed
the use of animations to present evidence in court
trials. He now works at Engineering Animations in
Ames, Iowa. He and his wife, Christine, have a
two-year-old son named Zachary.
Cbris and Heidi (Koedam)Van Ginkel (ex '95,
ex '01) live in Ruckersville, Virginia, where Chris
is a pilot for U.S. Airways Express, and Heidi is
employed as a teller at the University of Virginia
Community Credit Union.

Laura (Holesinger,'96)
Ritterbush will be
starting a new job at Goodwill Industries in
Indianapolis, Indiana, as their quality assurance
coordinator. Her husband, Jon, plans to work as
the online editor for the Anderson Daily
Newspaper.
Jonathan Van Ee ('96) recently graduated
from Columbia Law School and spent two
months in Paris last summer as a clerk at the
International Court of Arbitration at the
International Chamber of Commerce. He now
works at LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene and MacRae in
New York City, New York.
Frank and Cipa (Nyenhuis) Bulk ('97, '97)
have moved back to Sioux Center after spending
two years in Aruba. Frank is working at Oordt
College as the network administrator.
Jonathan and Kristin (Pierik) Markus ('97,
'97) live in Woodstock, Ontario, where Jonathan
continues to manage the dairy at Marklane Farms
Ltd. Kristin stays home with their two foster boys,
Austin, 4; and Drake, 1; and with their new son,
Brendan.
Libby (Kragt, '97) Nyland is a fifth grade
teacher at Calvin Christian School in Escondido,
California. She recently married David Nyland, a
minister of music and youth at Wellspring
Christian Fellowship.
Emily Schaap ('97) has lived in Fresno,
California, for the past two years, where she works
full-time as the producer of the five o'clock news
for the CBS television affiliate KJEO, Channel 47.
She is also the part-time music director at Fresno
Christian Reformed Church. In her minimal spare
time, she helps lead a weekly college and career
Bible study.
Meredith (Kos, ex'98) Sybesma will be attending graduate school this fall at Northern Michigan
University. She lives in Marquette, Michigan, with
her husband Scott.

Future Defenders ------Allan and Bonnie (Miedema) Reinders ('79, '81), Franklin Allan, 1/20/99
Doug and Jennifer Attema ('85), Paul David, 6/5/99
David and Marcia (Kros '85) Sinke, Grace Corinne, 5/22/98
Brian and Wendy Vanderveen
(ex '85), Michelle Patty, 4/1/99
Doug and Carol Westra ('85), Joseph Nathaniel, 9/23/98
Don and Cindy (Miedema) Van Den Top ('85, '98), Michael Blake, 8/9/99
Harley and Freda (Vandecwiel '86) Middel, Juliana Jacqueline, 3/27/99
Arden and Deborah Postma ('86), Jillian Marie, 5/1/99
Brian and Kim (Verbey) Ede ('86, ex '89), Alexander Thomas, 10/4/98
Arnold and Pat Folkertsma ('87), Kelly Elizabeth, 5/27/99
Scott and Connie (De Boer '87) Kramer, Katelyn Susanna, 5/l4/99
John and Janet (Baker '87) Stellingwerf, Jennifer Baker, 4/24/99
Byron and Vonda (Broek) De Stigter ('87, '88), Amber Jane and Rachel Joy, 5n199
David and Alicia (Nugteren '88) Admiraal, Joseph Augustine, 8/17/99
Mark and Kathy (Brandstetter,
'88) Oostindie, Jonathan Paul, 2/10/99
Doug and Kris Rowe ('88), Nicole Kristine, 6/17/99
Dan and Jennifer Soodsma ('88), Josalyn, 9/8/99
Joel and Lisa (Branderhorst)
Van Gilst ('88, ex '91), Ryan Lee, 9/13/99
Brad and Renee (Houk) Engbers ('89, '89), Lynae Nicole, 8/8/99
John and Helen (Feenstra '89) Kuperus, Joshua Mark, 2/20/97 and Brianna Joy, 6/16/96
Delane and Kristin (Wouters '89) Wolter, Camryn Jo, 5/29/99
John and Sue (Schuring) Brouwer ('89, '90), Samuel John, 6/6/99
Glenn and Stephanie (Walhof) Zevenbergen ('89, '90), Grant Alan, 1119/99
Ron and Margaret (Scholman) Fedders ('91, '89), Ryan James, 8/20/99
Verlyn and Michelle (De Groot) Van Beek ('89, '95), Dante Christian, 4/27/99
Nonnan and Mishela DeBoer ('90), Brianna Belita, 8/21/99
Doug and Julie (Blom, ex '90) Kaiser, Nathan Paul, 4/18/99
Kris and Gwen (Rens) Marra ('90, '90), Jordyn Grace, 5/25/99
Robert and Nanho Vander Hart (ex '90), Jacob Yungbok, 6/8/99
Rob and Teresa (Van Gunst) EekholT('90, '91), Jessica Ruth, 4/9/99
Troy and Dana (Mulder) Broers ('90, '92), Katie Sue, 12/30/98
Kelly and Charlene (Medenblik) Homan ('90, '92), Ellie Lynnae, 8/8/99
Jamie and Missi (Bloem, '91) Bogaard, Isabella Hope, 2/25/99
Brian and Kim (Gritters, '91) Kolb, Maxwell Gritters, 3/31/99
Dave and Jane Lugtigheid ('91), Natasha Lynn, 12/8/98
Cbad and Vonda (Dekkers) Visser ('91, '92), Carter Jay, 8/12/99
James and Rachelle (Van't Hul) Vanden Bos ('91, '93), Carter James, 5/26/99
Alden and Kelley (Kaptein) Weg ('91, '93), Natalie Joy, 12/16/98
Darin and Linda (Visser) Dykstra ('92, '91), Eli John, 3/24/99
Chad and Cheryl (Graves) Ringler ('92, '91), Jordan Lyn, 7/26/99
Lyle and Mary (Natelborg) Van Ravenswaay ('92, '91), Jon Michael, 6/2/99
Hugo and Theresa (Shaver, '92) Saavedra, Tess Catalina, 3/31/99
Tim and Pam (De Boer, '92) Schmidt, Theodore Jon, 10/13/98
Tim and Julie Vander Haak ('92), Aric Lee, 6/28/99
Brad and Lisa (Jasper) Van Heuvelen ('92, '92), Ross Wade, 1/29/99
Brian and Michelle (Follette, '93) Deinken, Emily Grace, 5121/99
Steve and Kristi (Kielstra, '93) GeerJinks, Daniel Benjamin James, 7/9/98
Scott and Melanie (Van De Berg) Wynja ('93, ex'95), Janae Glorie, 3110/99
Kevin and Lynda (Bruxvoort) Jordan ('94, '93), Jeremy Lee, 5/19/99
John and Anneke (Griffioen, ex '94) de Jong, Gerrit William, 2/10/99
Gerald and Sharon (Vander Krnk) Kodde ('94, '94), Nathan William, 4/21/99
Rob and Linda (Bittner) Scholten ('94, '94), Kaylee Joyce, 4/26/99
Ernie and Melanie (Fisher) Termorshuizen
('94, '94), Hannah Elizabeth, 4/29/99
Joel and Deb (De Jong) Krikke ('94, '95), Morgan Rose, 1/26/99
Tim and Andrea (De Young) Sheridan ('95, '94), Ian Bernard, 9/18/99
Wilf and Natalie (Hultink) Wikkerink ('95, '96), Emma Grace, 4/20/99
Chris and Michelle (Vander Laan, '96) Hayden, Benjamin Michael, 8/10/99
Darren and Nicole (Christie, '96) Koser, Blake Jordan, 5/14/99
Marco and Diane (Poortinga) Boonstoppel ('96, '97), Brooke Sierra, 4/6/99
Randy and Jennifer (Van Hattem) Visser ('96, ex '98), Monieke Alice, 9/23/98
JelT and Monica (Crull) Droog ('97, '96), Dalton James, 8/30/99
Somdi and Stephanie (Bouma, '97) Baccam, Christopher Jay, 4/12/99
Barry and Jennifer (Los, '97) Braun, Jackson Riley, 5/17/99
(
Frank and Cipa (Nyenhuis) Bulk ('97, '97), Micaela Ruth, 8/8/99
Jonathan and Kristin (Pierik) Markus ('97, '97), Brendan Matthew, 7/2/99
Micah and Shannon (De Wit) Schreurs ('97, '97), Caleb Micah, 8/12/99
David and Rhonda (Bode) Stoltzfus (ex '97, ex '97), Emma Jean, 7/1/99
Ryan and Valorie (Mouw) Zonnefeld ('97, '97), Caden Glen, 8/5/99
John and Heidi (Reyneveld, ex'99) Byl, Johannah Mae, 8/22/99

Alums from two decades work in Africa
ur Dordt Alumni are working together
io Eastern South Africa for Christian

R

Reformed World Relief Committee
(CRWRC), Tim and Andrea (Koetsier)
Bootsma ('95, '95) are working in Zambia
the city of Petauke, oear the Malawi
They began their work in November

in

border,
1998

and are part of the CRWRC Service and
Trainiog program, which focuses on language
leaming and development
programs in local
communities. Tim's background in plant scieoce and Andrea's background in social work
have helped them develop various agricultural
and health projects to help improve the lives
of the poor, The couple also celebrated their

one-year wedding anniversary

this past

ner organizations:

the Presbyterian Church of

Uganda and the Diocese of Muhabura in
Kisoro, helping their developmeot
orgaoizations better serve the poor through various
self-help programs in agriculture, health,
income generation and diaconal work. Rod is
also part of the East/South
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accounting experience to organize CRWRC's
financial reports and served a three-mooth

summer.

assignment as director of finance for a local

Rod and Barb (Van't Hot) De Boer ('83,
, 84) moved to U gaoda this past February to

airline,

work for CRWRC.

having summer twelve months of the year.

Rod works with two part-
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EVENTS
Campus Activities
Events held in the B.i. Haan Auditorium unless indicated.
Oct. 28
7:30 p.m.
Kuyper Lecture: Dr. Bob
Goudzwaard in West Commons
Oct. 31
7:00 p.m.
Reformation Day service
Nov. 5
7:30p.m.
Travelogue: Adventures of the
Vikings
Nov. 8, 9 & 10
Hug-a-linguist Days
Dec. 8
3:00 p.m.
Psychology student research
conference in S 10 I

Music
All events are held in the BJ. Haan Auditorium
Nov. 5
Nov. 6

3:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Nov. 9

I :30 p.m.
7:30

Nov. 13
Nov. 18
Nov. 19

Dec. 3

7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Dec. 5

8:30 p.m.

Dec. 8
Dec. II
Dec. 12

7:30p.m.
7:30p.m.
2:30p.m.

Department Recital
Senior Recital: Sara Ploegstra
and Melanie Schotsman
Northwest Iowa Symphony
Orchestra children's concert
Northwest Iowa Symphony
Orchestra fall concert
Senior Recital: Lani Van
Someren and Joel Visker
Senior Recital: Kristin Sybesma
Department Recital
Trinity Christian College
Concert Choir
Department Recital
Concert Band/Chamber
Orchestra Concert
Service of Lessons and Carols:
Chorale
Campus Band/Jazz Band concert
Senior Recital: Arnie Smit
Christmas Choral Concert:
Concert Choir

Sports
All games listed are home games, except tournaments.
Oct. 26
7:30 p.m.
Oct. 29 & 30
Oct. 30
12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
Nov. 2
7:30 p.m.
Nov. 5
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

12 & 13
13
3:00 p.m.
16
7:30 p.m.
18, 19 & 20
19
7:00 p.rn.
19 & 20
20

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Dec.
Dec.

23
26 &
27.
I
I -4

7:30 p.m.
27
2:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

4
9
11
17 &

7:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
18

WVB vs. Briar Cliff
WVB Univ. of St. Francis tourn.
WS vs. Huron
MS vs. Huron
WVB vs. Dakota Wesleyan
CC Conference meet at
Black Hills State
WVB conference tournament
WBB vs. Concordia
MBB vs. Dana
WVB NAJA regional tourn.
WBB vs. Central
MBB Central Classic, Pella, Iowa
CC NAlA Nationals in
Kenosha, Wisconsin
MBB vs. Martin Luther
MBB Defender Gold Classic
WBB vs. Buena Vista
MBB vs. Briar Cliff
WBB NAIA National volleyball
tournament at Fresno, Calif.
MBB vs. Grand View
WBB vs. Northwestern
MBB vs. Northwestern
WBB at Univ. of Puget Sound
Tournament in Washington

Theater
Plays are performed in the New World Theatre.
Nov. 18 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 19 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 20 7:30 p.m.

Student-directed One Acts
Student-directed One Acts
Marriage of Figaro by Minn.
Opera Co. at TePaske Theatre

New crosscultural
requirement
opens doors
to the world
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